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PREFACE. 


THE  Dodecanesian  Delegation  at  the  Peace  Conference,  when 
residing  in  London  in  the  early  days  of  this  year,  had  issued 
to  the  British  public  two  White  Books  and  an  Illustrated 
History  of  the  Dodecanese  in  support  of  our  sacred  cause, 
and  only  desire  and  wish,  the  return  of  the  Twelve  Islands  to  the 
maternal  bosom  of  their  Mother  Country,  Greece,  to  whom  we  are 
attached  by  unbreakable  and  secular  links  of  race,  history  and  religion. 

My  colleagues  in  Paris  have  now  decided  to  publish  this  booklet 
in  order  to  complete  their  previous  issues,  and  to  call  it  the  RED 
BOOK. 

Our  Twelve  Islands,  Greek  by  national  sentiment,  civilization, 
and  habits,  for  over  3,000  years,  and  whose  inhabitants  are  devout 
members  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church  and  constitute  unto  this  day 
Four  Dioceses,  passed  under  many  foreign  yokes,  without  losing  their 
connection  with  the  rest  of  the  great  Hellenic  Family. 

Conquered  by  the  Turks,  they  were  again  united  with  Greece 
during  the  Eight  Years  War  of  Independence  (1821).  Ultimately 
reverted  once  more  to  the  Turk,  they  have  all  enjoyed  self-government 
and  were  governed  by  their  own  aldermen  and  notables.  The  tribute 
they  were  paying  to  Turkey  was  insignificant  ;  for  instance,  Patmos 
was  contributing  to  the  Ottoman  Treasury  a  tax  of  one'  pound 
annually.  The  Dodecanesians  are  brave  sailors  and  their  national 
industry  has  been  for  many  centuries  sponge-fishing.  In  the  Dode- 
canese public  instruction  is  free  to  all,  and  every  Island  has  its  own 
dispensary,  where  medicines  are  given  free  to  every  member  of  the 
community. 

When  Italy  occupied  the  Dodecanese  (whose  inhabitants  take 
great  pride  in  being  called  the  "  English  of  the  Mediterranean  "),  they 
were  greeted  by  the  whole  population  amid  great  rejoicing.  The 
occupation  occurred  during  the  Italo-Turkish  War  in  1912.  The 
good  islanders  gave  to  the  Italians  a  willing  hand  in  rounding  up  the 
Turkish  garrison  of  Rhodes,  being  simple  minded  enough  to  believe 
that  their  hour  of  liberation  had  at  last  come.*  The  Italian  soldiers 
good-humouredly  at  first  allowed  the  Greek  flag  to  be  displayed,  and 
even  themselves  were  shouting  hoarsely  along  with  the  peasants  of 

•  The  Turkish  garrison  was  1,200  soldiers  strong.  The  Italians  who  landed  at 
Kallithea  (Rhodes)  numbered  12  000  soldiers  snd  the  landing  hsd  been 
protected  by  38  warships.  Three  Italian  soldiers  were  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Psinthos,  the  only  loss  that  general  Ameglio  suffered  during  the  opera- 
tions at  Rhodes. 
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Rhodes  in  favour  of  Greco-Italian  fraternization,  and  there-establish- 
ment of  the  Twelve  Islands.  The  Hymn  to  the  Liberty,  the  Greek 
National  Anthem,  was  sung  everywhere,  even  before  the  taciturn 
proconsul  Giovanni  Ameglio,  who  often  had  proclaimed  that  the  Turk 
was  never  to  return.  The  Italian  officers  and  soldiers  were  entertained 
in  every  place,  in  fact  every  victory  of  the  gallant  Italian  Expeditionary 
Corps  in  the  deserts  of  Tripoli  was  celebrated  as  a  Greek  victory  by 
the  jubilating  Dodecanesians,  who,  thus  encouraged,  voted  in  their 
Congress  of  Patmos  (1st  J  uly,  1912)  for  union  with  their  Mother  Greece. 
The  resolution  was  passed  in  the  Cavern  where  St.  John,  the  Disciple 
of  Love,  wrote  his  mystic  Book  of  the  Revelation.  Suddenly,  the 
Italians  changed  their  attitude  towards  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dode- 
canese, and  the  proconsul  Ameglio  dismissed  angrily  the  Congress.  The 
resolution,  however,  was  sent  to  the  Italian  Government,  also  to 
M.  Venizelos.  From  that  time  a  propaganda  was  started  in  order 
to  induce  the  Dodecanesians  to  profess  that  they  were  satisfied  with 
the  Italian  rule.  Threats  and  other  means  followed  the  interrupted 
Italo-Dodecanesian  honeymoon  so  much  that  a  great  exodus  of  the 
people  started.  The  Italians  were  glad  to  let  any  one  go,  but  to  return 
was  rigorously  forbidden. 

When  the  Ouchy  Treaty  was  signed  between  Turkey  and  Italy 
(October,  1912)  the  Italian  delegates  pledged  their  word  to  return  the 
Islands  once  more  to  the  Turks  after  the  latter  had  completely  evacuated 
Cyrenaica.  Of  course,  this  was  never  carried  out  by  the  Turks, 
to  the  great  relief  of  the  successors  of  Machiavel,  who  were  quite  at 
home  in  the  Dodecanese,  for  though  these  islands  are  perhaps  mere 
rocks  they  have,  however,  excellent  harbours  which  could  serve  as  a 
base  in  the  Eastern  Mediterranean  for  the  Italian  warships. 

In  the  Islands,  therefore,  the  Italian  whip  was  exchanged  for  the 
Turkish  scorpion,  and  the  long  list  of  the  tyrannical  acts  of  the  cara- 
binieri  still  continues  to  be  augmented  every  day.  Our  two  White 
Books  and  the  last  Yellow  Book,  in  French,  are  full  of  harrowing  details 
of  the  result  of  the  Italian  policy  in  the  islands,  instituted  by  the 
proconsul  Ameglio  and  carried  on  by  the  actual  Governor  d'Elia. 

The  Italians  respect  neither  the  national  sentiments  and  the 
privileges,  nor  even  the  family  honour  of  the  Dodecanesians.  Even 
schoolboys  are  shadowed  by  secret  police  agents,  and  service  in  the 
Temples  of  God  is  followed  by  the  government  bravi  in  order  to  prevent 
any  national  demonstration  to  take  place.  Greek  flags  cannot  be 
hoisted  now,  their  colour  excites  the  carabinieri  such  as  the  red  ker- 
chief of  the  toreador  is  unbearable  to  the  sight  of  the  Andalusian  bull 
I  remember  an  amusing  episode  that  took  place  just  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  an  Ukase  forbidding  the  displaying  of  national  colours 
in  the  Islands— the  stubborn  Dodecanesians  whitewashed  their  houses 
and  had  their  windows  and  doors  picked  in  blue. 

We  others  residing  in  this  liberal  country' where  justice  reigns 
feel  horrified  at  this  systematic  policy  of  extermination  adopted  by 
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the  Italians  in  our  country.  These  zealous  officials  have  not  only 
disgraced  themselves,  but  also  their  country,  so  much  reputed  for 
gallantry  and  a  noble  past,  especially  as  the  Italians  are  supposed  to 
occupy  these  islands  only  provisionally.  The  carabinieri  have 
also  shown  an  unspeakable  insolence  towards  the  religious  leaders 
of  the  Dodecanese,  though  they  are  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
priests  in  the  East  are  surrounded  by  a  profound  respect.  During 
the  slavedom  of  the  Hellenic  Race,  under  the  Turk,  "  the  only  gentle- 
man in  the  Balkans,"  the  Greek  clergyman  served  as  a  protecting 
shield  for  his  persecuted  flock  and  has  even  offered  himself  many 
times  as  a  scapegoat.  Who  will  not  condemn  the  outrageous  conduct 
of  the  Italian  soldiers  in  the  village  of  Evghales  (Rhodes),  who  have 
not  only  transformed  the  Church  of  Zoodoho  Pigi  into  their  barracks 
but  have  even  used  the  High  Altar  as  a  dining  table  >  duly  2nd 
1918.) 

Not  only  this,  but  many  times  the  Archbishops  Apostole  of 
Rhodes,  Germanos  of  Kassos,  Agathangelos  of  Kos,  and  Germanos  of 
Leros  were  roughly  insulted  by  the  Italian  Authorities  and  deprived 
from  their  privilege  of  Supervisors  to  the  Greek  Schools  in  their  respec- 
tive dioceses. 

Then  the  die  was  cast  and  the  Rubicon  was  passed.  Apollyon 
chose  the  joyous  anniversary  of  the  Resurrection  of  Our  Lord,  and 
the  Italians  dipped  their  hands  into  the  blood  of  those  whom  they 
persecuted  and  even  starved  during  the  war. 

That  is  the  reason  why  we  call  our  "  J 'Accuse  "  the  Red  Book. 
Our  previous  issues  expressed  the  groans  of  a  people  in  bondage  and 
the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness  ;  the  pages  of  this  publication 
are  printed  with  red  characters  because  the  whole  of  our  unfortunate 
country  is  steeped  in  blood  after  the  recent  occurrences  that  took 
place  on  Easier  Day,  our  red-letter  day. 

The  facts  we  now  publish  are  but  a  pale  description  to  what  has 
happened  over  there,  and  we  shudder  to  think  only  that  other  tragic 
episodes  of  the  Dodecanesian  Vespers  are  still  unknown  to  us.  We 
do  not  calumniate  a  Great  Power  like  Italy,  who,  alas,  technically 
speaking  is  an  Ally  of  Greece.  We  do  wish  that  Italy  should  leave 
aside,  even  at  the  eleventh  hour,  the  many  hares  she  is  running  after, 
and  we  will  gladly  stretch  forward  and  without  malice  our  hand  to 
our  oppressors  if  they  will  recognise  their  error  by  evacuating  our 
Islands,  a  foreign  country  to  them,  where  their  presence  is  not  wanted 
by  our  Dodecanesians,  as  they  have  drunk  their  cups  almost  to  the 
dregs,  yea,  the  Waters  of  Marah,  and  these  were,  indeed,  so  bitter. 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS, 

Representative  of  the  Dodecanesian  Delegation  at  the 
Peace  Conference,  in  Manchester. 

32,  Oxford  Street, 
Manchester. 
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population  of  the  dodecanese  seven  years  ago. 
statistics  of  the  population  of  the  dodecanese 


WHEN 

THE  ITAL 

ANS  FIRST 

LANDED. 

1912. 

r 

Greeks. 

Turks. 

J  EWS. 

Total. 

Rhodes 

.  38,000 

.  .    4,500  . 

.  2,500 

.  .  45,000 

Halki  .    .  . 

4.000 

.  .  4,000 

Symi    .    .  . 

.  23,000 

.  .  23,000 

Astypalea  . 

2,500 

.  .  2,500 

Telos  . 

2,000 

.  .  2,000 

Nissyros  . 

7,000 

.  .  7,000 

Kos     .    .  . 

.  15,000 

.  .     2,000  . 

.  .  17.000 

P 

Kalymnos  . 

.  26.000 

.  .  26,000 

Leros  . 

8,000 

.  .  8,000 

Patmos 

3,700 

.  .  3,700 

Kassos 

7,000 

.  .  7,000 

I 

Karpathos. 

10.800 

.  .  10,800 

147,000 

i  .     6.500  . 

2.500 

.   .  156,000 

DOCUMENTS  RELATING  TO  THE  DODECANESI AN  VESPERS 
OF  APRIL  20th.  1919. 


Literal  translation  of  a  telegram  sent  by  Dr.  Skevos  Zervos.  President 
of  the  Dodecanesian  Delegation  at  the  Peace  Conference,  to  H.M. 
King  Vittorio  Emmanuele  III. 

Paris.  30///  May,  1919. 

Your  Majesty, 

As  I  have  not  got  an  answer  to  my  previous  telegram,  I  have 
the  high  honour  of  again  drawing  your  attention  to  the  unhappy 
state  of  my  country,  the  Dodecanese. 
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If  it  please  Your  Majesty,  what  relations  are  between  Italy  and 
the  Dodecanese  ?  For  instance,  where  in  the  Dodecanese  does  there 
exist  a  single  Italian,  except  of  course  for  your  soldiers  who.  forgetful 
of  their  gallant  traditions,  have  murdered  without  reason  our  unarmed 
Dodecanesians,  massacred  our  women  and  children,  and  even  our 
priests  whilst  officiating  in  the  Churches  of  Christ,  the  same  God  in 
whom  you  believe  ? 

Your  Majesty,  there  exists  no  Italian  in  the  Dodecanese  with  the 
exception  of  your  soldiers,  who  still  blockade  our  islands  against 
every  divine  and  human  law,  and  who  are  flogging  three  and  four  times 
a  day  our  imprisoned  notables  because  they  persist  in  remaining 
Greeks,  and  whilst  they  are  flogged  they  die  shouting  \~Long  Hue 
the  Union,  Long  Live  Venizelosf 

And  your  soldiers  imagine  that  by  means  of  using  the  bayonet 
against  our  women  and  children,  and  with  the  starvation  imposed 
upon  our  unarmed  people,  the  flogging  and  the  solitary  confinement, 
the  neglect  of  our  wounded  left  without  medical  necessities  and  without 
medical  help,  the  lack  of  food,  and  the  terrorism  on  our  people  in  the 
Dodecanese,  they  think  your  soldiers  to  uproot  our  nationality,  a 
nationality  which  has  had  for  three  thousand  years  a  brilliant  history 
in  our  Mother  Country,  who  gave  birth  to  giants  and  inspired  demi-gods. 

Your  Majesty,  do  you  not  think  that  it  is  time  you.  who  left  an 
Alliance  of  so  many  years,  an  Alliance  that  rendered  services  to  Italy 
and  which  you  have  left  for  the  sole  worthy  reason  to  take  the  high 
honour  of  fighting  by  the  side  of  the  Immortal  Allies  for  the  rights 
of  all  the  Nationalities  and  the  Liberty  of  the  World,  do  you  not  think 
that  the  moment  has  come  to  present  yourself  before  the  Peace  Con- 
ference which  is  settling  the  fate  of  every  Nation  and  the  Liberty 
of  the  World,  and  you  yourself  in  a  magnificent,  chivalrous  liberal 
act  to  ask  the  liberty  of  the  oppressed  and  martyrised  Dodecanese 
and  its  union  with  our  Mother  Greece  ? 

Your  Majesty  what  could  be  more  noble  and  more  magnificent 
than  this  act  ?  Which  other  act  of  Your  Majesty  in  comparison  to 
this  Royal  Act  would  be  inscribed  with  more  brilliant  letters  by  the 
history  and  which  will  be  applauded  with  enthusiasm  by  humanity, 
which  having  taken  as  its  emblem  the  immortal  Wilsonian  Doctrines 
tyranTs  ?      imPetuously-  overthrown  the  idols,  and  defeated  the 

Mn^r  Sk  f°r  Hbuer,ation  of  the  Dodecanese  and  its  Union  with  our 
Mother  Greece,  with  her  only. 

Expecting  Your  Majesty's  efforts  towards  this  direction. 
I  remain,  with  deepest  respects, 

(Signed)  Dr.  SKEVOS  ZERVOS, 
President  of  the  Dodecanesian  Delegation,  Paris. 
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DETAILS  OF  THE  CRIMES  AND  TYRANNY  OF  THE  ITALIAN 
AUTHORITIES  IN  THE  DODECANESE, 

FOLLOWINC   THE    RESOLUTION    OF  THE    DODECANESI ANS    FOR  UNITY 

with  the  Mother  Country  (Greece)  on  Easter  Sunday, 
1919.  Submitted  to  the  Peace  Conference  and  the  Re- 
presentatives of  the  Allied  Nations  by 

Dr.  SKEVOS  ZERVOS, 

President  of  the  Dodecanesian  Delegation 
at  the  Peace  Conference. 

Delegation  of  the  Dodecanese, 

Paris.  4,  Rue  de  Messine, 

79th  May  1919. 

Mr.  President. 

We  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  Your  Excellency  list  of  crimes 
and  barbarism  of  the  Italian  Authorities  towards  the  Dodecanesians 
following  the  Resolution  of  the  Dodecanesians  for  unity  with  our  Mother 
Country,  on  Easter  Sunday,  the  details  of  which  are  as  follows  :— 

Island  of  Rhodes. — The  Capital. 

The  Deputy  Chief  of  Police,  Signor  Arata,  having  arrested  the 
son  of  the  dentist,  Mr.  Loizides,  age  16,  who  was  cheering  for  the 
Union,  and  having  confined  him  in  the  Police  Station  of  the  Metropolis, 
had  him  flogged  pitilessly  until  he  became  unconscious.  Not  only 
did  blood  flow  from  his  mouth  and  nostrils,  but  his  whole  body  was 
in  a  shocking  condition.  The  same  fate  was  meted  to  a  boy  between 
the  age  of  six  and  seven  belonging  to  the  family  of  Mr.  Ludovicos,  by 
the  same  Officials,  who  was  cheering  for  the  Union  and  for  M.  Venizelos 
outside  the  Cathedral. 

Valanouo  (village  in  Rhodes). 

After  the  Meeting  and  the  Resolution,  which  took  place  at  one  p.m. 
on  Easter  Sunday,  in  the  Churchyard,  two  teachers  were  arrested  by 
the  Italians  and  taken  to  the  prison.  Behind  them  the  crowd  which 
followed  shouted,  "  Either  release  them,  or  take  us  with  them."  Later, 
when  the  crowd  arrived  in  a  narrow  street,  the  Italians  suddenly 
halted,  and  with  fixed  bayonets  obliged  the  crowd  to  return.  Amongst 
the  crowd  there  was  a  ten-year  old  boy  who  cheered,  as  the  rest  of  the 
crowd,  "  Long  Live  Greece  !  Long  live  the  Union  1"  upon  which  a 
soldier  immediately  thrust  his  bayonet  through  the  child's  arm.  The 
boy,  however,  in  spite  of  the  pain  and  the  blood  which  was  flowing, 
continued  to  cheer.  Because  of  this  the  brave  Italian  again  bayoneted 
the  boy's  arm.  As,  however,  the  boy  continued  to  incessantly  shout 
'*  Long  live  Greece  !"  and  "  Long  live  Venizelos !"  he  received  a  third 
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bayonet  thrust  which  brought  him  to  the  ground,  no  longer  being 
able  to  support  himself.  A  woman,  named  Anthoula  G.  Mylona, 
who  was  behind  the  boy,  and  having  witnessed  this  tragedy,  remons- 
trated with  the  soldier,  and  told  him  how  cowardly  it  was  to  thus 
attack  a  young  and  unarmed  child,  he  being  a  man  and  a  soldier,  armed 
to  the  teeth.  The  brave  assassin,  in  reply,  at  once  drew  his  revolver 
and  shot  her.  The  woman,  though  severely  wounded,  but  still  alive 
and  defenceless,  fell  to  the  ground  and  tried  to  seize  a  stone  to  revenge 
herself.  Whilst  so  doing,  she  was  pierced  from  behind  repeatedly 
by  the  bayonets  of  other  Italian  soldiers,  and  was  cut  to  pieces. 

At  the  same  time,  whilst  these  things  were  happening,  in  another 
district  of  the  same  village,  the  priest  Papa  Loukas  was  murdered 
by  bayonet  thrusts  in  the  chest  and  through  the  heart,  whilst  dressed 
in  his  Holy  Robes,  and  holding  in  his  right  hand  the  Holy  Gospel  and 
in  his  left  hand  the  Resolution  of  the  Union  of  the  Dodecanese.  Brought 
to  earth  by  his  wounds,  drenched  in  blood,  he  expired  in  a  few  minutes 
after  shouting  "Long  live  the  Union!"  The  inhabitants,  frenzied 
by  these  happenings,  but  being  unarmed,  attacked  the  Italian  soldiers 
with  sticks  and  stones  and  beat  some  of  them.  The  soldiers,  however, 
armed  to  the  teeth,  wounded  about  40,  mostly  women  and  children  ; 
the  names  of  these  and  the  nature  of  their  wounds  I  will  inform  you 
of  later. 

Immediately  after  the  murder  of  the  priest,  a  military  cordon 
surrounded  the  body,  reinforcements  were  brought  from  headquarters, 
and  it  was  forbidden  to  all,  even  to  the  nearest  relations,  to  approach 
the  body,  which  was  buried  not  by  the  other  local  priest.  Father 
Anastasius,  but  by  the  priest  who  was  brought  from  the  village, 
Kremasti,  named  Father  Constantine. 

After  the  burial  of  Papa  Louka  the  Italians  arrested  the  whole 
male  population  of  this  village,  which  they  imprisoned  in  the  prisons 
and  the  houses  of  the  village,  and  forbade  everybody  to  go  out  of 
their  houses.  The  village  was  entirely  blockaded  and  strict  orders 
were  given  that  no  one  should  enter  or  leave.  All  religious  duties 
were  forbidden,  the  Churches  were  closed,  the  schools  were  closed, 
and  the  sale  of  flour  and  foodstuffs  was  forbidden,  probably  so  that 
the  Italian  Authorities  could  achieve  the  fulfilment  of  their  purpose 
of  extermination  by  starvation. 

Afanton  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  meeting  and  the  signature  of  the  resolution  the  school- 
master, Mr.  Kyriakos,  the  priest  (Father  Emmanuel)  and  some 
notables  were  bound  and  cast  into  prison,  where  they  were  repeatedly 
flogged.  In  spite,  however,  of  all  these  tortures,  strict  confinement 
and  hunger,  the  unheard  of  insults  and  humiliations,  they  continued 
singing  patriotic  songs  and  shouting  "  Long  live  Greece!  Long  live 
the  Union.  6 
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Uassari  {village  of  Rhodes). 

A  third  of  the  population  was  arrested  and  transported  in  military 
cars  to  the  prisons  of  Archangelos,  where  they  are  kept  without  food 
and  are  flogged  three  or  four  times  a  day.  In  spite  of  this  they  shout 
Long  live  the  Union,  and  long  live  Venizelos."  Owing  to  the  martyr- 
dom which  those  imprisoned  are  suffering,  the  remaind  r  of  the  inhabi- 
tants have  decided  upon  general  mourning,  services  now  are  no  longer 
held,  the  churches  are  in  mourning,  everything  is  funereal  The 
schools  are  closed  and  all  the  peasants  wear  black. 

Kalithea  {village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  resolution  the  Italians  arrested  men  of  the  prominent 
citizens,  whom  they  bound  in  prison  and  flogged  unmercifully  and 
inhumanely.  Amongst  these  are  Dr.  Stergou,  schoolmaster  Anas- 
tasios  Manolakas,  and  Mr.  Stephen  Gregoriou.  The  wife  of 
Dr  Stergou,  being  with  child,  and  going  to  the  help  of  her  flogged 
husband  avorted.  and  is  in  great  danger,  owing  to  the  bad  treatment 
by  the  Italian  soldiers. 

Archangelos  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  resolution,  which  was  carried  in  absolute  order  the 
people  expressed  their  gratitude  and  thanks  towards  the  Allied  Powers 
and  cheered  for  the  Union  and  M.  Venizelos.  Then  the  Italian 
Commandant  paraded  his  troops  with  fixed  bayonets  and  ordered 
them  to  attack  the  defenceless  crowd,  wounding  many.  Having 
arrested  many,  amongst  whom  was  the  Mayor,  the  school  teachers, 
and  the  notables,  they  were  imprisoned  by  him  and  he  had  them 
flogged  twice,  three  times,  and  some  four  times  daily,  as  a  result  of 
which  all  bear  wounds  on  various  parts  of  their  bodies. 

Soroni  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  resolution  the  Italian  garrison  immediately  arrested 
all  the  notables,  who  were  imprisoned,  amongst  them  being  all  the 
members  of  the  Church  and  School  Committees,  the  Director  of  the 
School.  Mr.  Michael  Almyros,  the  Schoolmaster  of  the  village  Massari, 
Papaemanuel.  and  others.  Since  then  the  Italian  Authorities  have 
forbidden  the  opening  and  the  holding  of  services  in  the  Cathedral 
Church.  In  consequence  the  people  are  unable  to  perform  their 
religious  duties. 

Vati  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  meeting  and  the  resolution,  whilst  the  crowd  was  dis- 
persing full  of  enthusiasm,  an  Italian  officer  accompanied  by  a 
carabiniere  tried  to  arrest  the  schoolmaster,  who  however  resisted  ; 
then  the  officer,  raising  his  revolver,  fired  on  Basil  Mylona.  who  was 
amongst  those  who  rushed  to  the  help  of  the  schoolmaster  and  against 
whom  the  officer  had  a  personal  grievance.    The  shot  missed  its  mark 
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because  at  the  time  of  the  firing  a  peasant,  who  happened  to  be  near 
the  Italian  officer,  held  his  hand.  These  two  brave  assassins  were  at 
once  unarmed;  the  arms,  however,  were  returned  to  them  by  the 
peasants  after  they  publicly  pledged  their  word  that  they  would  not 
use  them  against  unarmed  Rhodians. 

Kremasti  {village  of  Rhodes). 

On  Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  the  15th  of  April,  the  Italian  Captain 
of  the  garrison  having  been  informed  that  the  residents  had  decided 
to  proclaim  the  Freedom  of  the  Dodecanese  and  the  Union  with  Greece 
on  Easter  Sunday,  repeatedly  called  the  Mayor,  the  members  of  the 
school  committees,  the  schoolmasters,  and  the  priests,  and  after  having 
threatened  and  insulted  them  he  stated  that  if  on  Easter  Day  or  after 
that  date  they  proclaimed  the  Union  with  Greece,  or  if  there  was  any 
cheering  in  favour  of  Greece  or  Venizelos.  he  would  at  once  order  the 
troops  to  fire  on  the  people.  Again  on  the  17th  of  April  he  called 
them  and  others  to  the  Government  offices  and  used  the  same  threats 
and  insults,  so  that  every  one  knew  what  was  going  to  happen.  In 
consequence,  after  the  Service  of  the  Ressurection.  the  population 
without  cheering  and  without  noise  signed  the  Resolution  and  sent 
it  at  once  to  the  Capital  by  a  woman.  Afterwards  in  the  Church 
special  prayers  were  offered  to  the  Resurrected  Christ,  begging  for  His 
help  on  their  knees—"  For  the  success  of  their  sacred  cause,  for  de- 
liverance of  those  in  bondage,  and  for  the  freedom  of  the  tyrannised, 
for  the  health,  preservation,  strength,  and  might  of  our  honourable 
brother  and  father  who  is  fighting  the  honourable  cause"  (meaning 
M.  Venizelos).  And  the  congregation,  with  their  eyes  full  of  tears, 
shouted  with  a  stentorian  voice  "Amen."  At  the  end  of  the  Service 
the  well-known  hymn  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  "  Lord  save  Thy 
people."  was  sung  by  all  standing,  with  great  enthusiasm. 

Alaerma  {village  of  Rhodes). 

Four  carabinieri,  one  Bersagliere,  and  an  auxiliary  carabiniere, 
entering  the  churchyard  where  the  people  were  signing  the  Resolution 
cheering  with  frenzy,  upset  the  table  which  was  placed  in  the  centre 
and  upon  which  was  placed  the  Holy  Gospel  and  the  Icon  of  the 
Resurrection  (upon  which  those  who  signed  took  the  oath),  and  flinging 
them  wildly  on  the  ground  they  broke  them  to  atoms,  threatening 
and  cursing.  The  people,  seeing  their  holy  emblems  trodden  under 
the  foot  and  cursed,  became  angry  and  seizing  the  soldiers  cleared 
them  out  of  the  churchyard.  They  had  hardly  been  left  by  the  crowd, 
which  proceeded  to  return  to  the  church,  when  these  brave  assassins 
started  firing  their  revolvers  on  the  people  from  behind.  From  these 
revolver  shots  seven  were  wounded,  amongst  them  were  Mr.  A. 
Yorcalis  and  Mr.  John  Patounas  dangerously.  One  was  also 
wounded  by  a  bayonet  thrust.  The  wounded,  by  order  of  the  local 
Italian-  Authorities,  remain  without  help  or  medical  attention,  any 
medical  or  other  whatsoever  aid  being  forbidden. 
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Apollonas  and  Demelia  (villages  of  Rhodes). 

In  these  villages  the  Resolution  was  passed  in  perfect  order  and 
with  unbounded  enthusiasm,  and  no  Italian  put  in  an  appearance 
either  during  the  meeting  and  the  signing  of  the  Resolution  or  after. 

Casiellos  (village  of  Rhodes). 

On  Easter  Sunday  a  public  proclamation  took  place  in  the  Church 
in  favour  of  the  Union  with  the  Mother  Country,  Greece,  in  the  presence 
of  the  police  authorities  and  all  the  Government  officials.  Nothing 
was  said  against  the  Italian  Government ;  however,  the  police  attacked 
the  population  and  beat  them  with  their  arms,  especially  the  women 
and  children.  They  arrested  the  aldermen  and  a  few  others  and 
imprisoned  them  as  responsible  and  they  are  flogging  them  unmerci- 
fully every  day. 

"  We  protest."  these  unfortunate  Dodecanesians  cable  us,  "  against 
the  crimes  committed  against  us  and  our  women  and  innocent  children 
by  the  Italian  soldiers  and  officials.  No  one  is  to  be  blamed  for  being 
the  instigator,  but  we  have  all  acted  together  in  the  same  spirit  and 
with  the  same  accord,  being  no  longer  able  to  bear  this  despicable 
tyranny  and  no  longer  condescending  to  be  slaves  under  foreign  and 
criminal  tyrants.  We  warmly  beg  of  you  to  make  known  our  martyr- 
dom to  the  Peace  Conference,  to  the  heads  of  our  freedom-loving 
Allies,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Rights  of  Man  ask  for  the  release  of  our 
imprisoned,  whom  the  Italians  are  literally  beating  to  death  and 
trying  to  murder  by  starvation  and  inhuman  tortures.  Ask  in  the 
name  of  the  principle  of  self-determination  and  President  Wilson "s 
doctrines  our  liberation  from  the  tyrant  and  our  Union  with  our 
Mother  Country.  Proclaim  to  the  universe  that  we  are  ready  to  die 
for  our  freedom,  not  by  hunger  and  by  flogging,  not  by  imprisonment 
and  want  of  food,  means  which  the  Italian  Government  so  much 
prefers  and  always  uses,  but  we  are  ready  to  die  every  one  of  us  for  our 
freedom,  as  is  fitting  to  civilized  and  brave  peoples." 

Koskinou  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  meeting  and  the  Resolution,  which  took  place  in  perfect 
order,  the  residents  dispersed.  Afterwards  the  Italian  authorities 
arrested  ten  notables  and  the  schoolmaster,  whom  they  imprisoned. 
They  confined  the  clergyman  to  his  house,  and  thus  the  village  is 
without  a  priest. 

Salakos  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  meeting  and  the  signing  of  the  Resolution,  the  school- 
mistress was  arrested  whilst  her  pupils  were  leaving  the  Church  singing 
the  Greek  National  Anthem.  She  was,  however,  at  once  released 
by  the  interference  of  the  Mayor.  As  the  pupils  were  still  singing 
Greek  national  songs  in  the  streets,  the  Italian  brigadier  got  angry 
and  raised  his  revolver  and  threatened  to  fire  on  the  crowd.    But  the 
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peasants  rushed  upon  him  and  unarmed  him.  He  was  then  obliged 
to  beg  of  the  Mayor  the  return  of  his  revolver,  and  this  was  given  back 
to  him  with  the  promise  that  he  would  not  interfere  any  more  and 
which  promise  he  kept  until  the  evening.  At  night  time,  however, 
he  arrested  and  bound  three  of  the  notables,  whom  he  keeps  in  prison 
in  strict  confinement. 

Gennadi  {village  of  Rhodes). 

The  meeting  and  the  Resolution  were  passed  in  perfect  order. 
At  mid-day,  however,  the  Brigadier  went  from  house  to  house  with 
a  picket  of  carabinieri.  whilst  the  people  were  dining,  seized  about 
fifty  persons,  whom  he  imprisoned  at  the  police  station.  Towards 
evening  he  took  one  of  them,  named  Theolocos  Koumbi,  threw  him 
to  the  ground,  and  commenced  to  beat  him  unmercifully.  The  rest 
of  the  imprisoned  hearing  his  cries,  forced  the  doors  and  went  to  his 
help,  rescuing  him  from  the  hands  of  the  Brigadier,  whom  they  pushed 
aside  and  flung  to  the  ground.  The  officer  then  ordered  his  carabinieri 
to  attack  the  prisoners  with  fixed  bayonets.  The  citizens,  unarmed, 
and  fearful  lest  they  should  be  pierced  by  the  bayonets  of  the  frenzied 
Italians,  rushed  upon  them,  and  managed  to  disarm  them.  Upon 
this  the  Mayor  intervened  and  returned  the  seized  weapons,  and  as  a 
result  the  prisoners  were  released,  because  the  Mayor  remonstrated 
with  the  Brigadier,  holding  him  responsible  for  such  acts. 

St.  Isidore  (village  of  Rhodes). 

After  the  meeting  and  the  resolution,  the  Brigadier  with  a  cara- 
biniere  brought  out  of  the  village  by  fraud  the  Deputy-Mayor,  the 
schoolmaster,  and  another  person,  and  attempted  to  bind  them. 
Whilst  these  were  struggling,  some  peasants  approached  searching 
for  the  missing  persons.  The  Italians  then  thought  it  advisable  to 
leave  their  victims  alone,  and  seek  safety  in  fleetness  of  foot. 

Platan ia  (village  of  Rhodes). 

During  all  Easter  Sunday,  when  the  meeting  took  place,  and 
Union  with  Greece  was  voted,  the  Italians  took  no  action  whatsoever. 
On  Monday  night,  however,  they  received  orders  from  Archangelou, 
whence  there  also  arrived  thirty  other  soldiers  as  reinforcements. 
This  village  is  small,  containing  only  25  houses.  The  Italians  then 
proceeded  to  arrest.  The  women,  not  aware  of  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments, threw  themselves  upon  the  carabinieri  whilst  the  latter  were 
arresting  persons,  and  after  a  struggle  managed  to  disarm  the  four 
carabinieri,  despite  the  fact  that  many  of  them  received  wounds  in 
so  doing.  The  reinforcements,  however,  arriving  on  the  spot,  seized 
many,  amongst  whom  was  also  the  priest,  who  was  used  by  the  Italians 
as  an  envoy  to  the  women,  asking  them  to  return  the  weapons  with 
the  promise  that  the  prisoners  would  be  released.  The  weapons 
were  then  returned  to  the  carabinieri,  and  most  of  the  imprisoned 
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persons  v/ere  released,  after  being  severely  thrashed  and  tortured. 
The  priest  and  some  others  are  still  in  jail,  and  the  Italians  are  now 
seeking  to  find  the  Mayor  and  notables. 

Island  of  Symi 

After  the  Service  of  Easter  Sunday,  in  all  the  churches  of  the  island, 
the  congregations  did  not  return  home,  but  remained  to  proclaim  their 
national  wishes  for  the  Union  of  Dodecanese  with  the  Mother  Country, 
Greece.  Then  the  resolution  was  read  in  coram  populo,  and  was 
signed  by  all  present,  who  were  wildly  cheering  for  Union  and  liberty 
under  the  eyes  of  the  carabinieri  and  other  Italian  soldiers  present, 
who  were  watching  the  proceedings  in  every  church,  having  been  sent 
by  the  Italian  Authorities,  who  it  appears  were  aware  of  what  was 
going  to  happen.  At  most  of  the  churches  the  Italians  held  their 
silence,  being  content  only  to  take  notes  ;  in  other  churches,  however, 
they  attempted  to  molest  the  people  and  prevent  them  voting.  For 
example,  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  a  carabiniere  ordered 
Father  Costa,  when  the  latter  was  reading  the  resolution  from  the 
pulpit,  to  stop  reading  and  shouted  to  him  "  Be  silent,  priest ! "  Because 
the  priest  took  no  notice  and  continued  to  read,  the  carabiniere  mounted 
the  steps  of  the  pulpit,  and  seizing  the  priest  by  the  surplice,  he  at- 
tempted to  drag  him  down  from  the  pulpit.  The  priest  finished 
reading  the  resolution,  the  people,  crying  with  enthusiasm  and  loudly 
cheering,  signed  it,  asking  for  Divine  help  for  liberation  from  the 
tyrants.  The  carabiniere,  foaming  with  rage,  seized  one  of  the  many 
Greek  flags  and  left  tearing  it.  cursing  loudly  as  he  departed. 

In  the  church  "  Ta  Isodia  Tis  Theotokou,"  the  carabinieri,  after 
the  resolution  and  the  service,  arrested  the  schoolmasters,  Theodore 
Nicoli  and  Papoutzi,  and  led  them  to  the  prisons.  They  also  tried 
to  arrest  the  priest  whilst  at  the  High  Altar,  but  they  were  not 
successful. 

In  the  Church  of  the  Annunciation,  the  Italians  attempted  to 
arrest  also  the  priest  Dionesios,  who  managed  to  escape  clothed  in 
his  Holy  Robes  whilst  the  people  were  voting.  Whilst  all  hoped 
that  the  action  of  the  Governor  would  be  limited  to  this,  on  the  contrary, 
on  the  following  morning,  Messrs.  Panagioti,  Petridis,  Fotino 
Cladaki,  Costa  Boyadzi,  and  Ioanni  Vitali  were  arrested,  not 
because  they  were  the  instigators  of  the  resolution  or  because  they 
showed  more  zeal  than  the  other  Symiotes,  but  simply  because  they 
did  not  exert  themselves  and  use  their  authority  as  notables  to  prevent 
the  vote  being  taken.  As  many  hours  passed  without  their  release 
and  they  were  not  brought  before  the  Governor,  their  relations,  ac- 
companied by  many  citizens,  held  a  demonstration,  marched  all  to- 
gether to  see  the  Governor,  and  by  means  of  a  deputation  composed 
of  five  members,  complained  of  the  arrest  of  the  notables,  and  asserted 
the  responsibility  of  all  the  people  of  Symi  for  the  resolution.  At  the 
beginning  the  Italian  governor  promised  to  release  the  prisoners,  but 
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afterwards  changing  his  mind  he  refused  to  do  so.  he 
was  waiting  for  orders  to  arrive  from  his  Commander  at  Rhodes  to 
whom  he  had  already  sent  particulars.     As  the  crowd  outside  the 
GovTrnor's  Building  did  not  immediately  break  up  as  he  c— d  , 
but  continued  to  cheer  for  Greece  and  Union,  a  detachment  of  ber- 
saglied  arrived  on  the  spot  and  with  fixed  bayonets  fell  upon  the  crowd, 
and  by  means  of  thrusts  and  rifle  butts  wounded  as  many  as  possible, 
mduding  many  women  and  children.    We  have  over  seventy  who  are 
at  present  in  a"  serious  condition,  having  been  brought  by  stretcher  and 
bearing  severe  wounds,  broken  skulls,  broken  ribs,  three  of  them 
bearing  many  wounds  caused  by  bayonet  thrusts.    The  Archiepiscopal 
Vicar  Oeconomos  Father  Michael  Massonaki,  seeing  the  desperate 
condition  and  the  danger  in  which  his  unarmed  flock  was  in  face  of  a 
frenzied  armed  tyrant  who  was  thirsting  for  blood  and  revenge,  taking 
the  Cross  in  his  hand  and  followed  by  all  the  priests  and  the  people, 
went  to  the  Governor,  who  was  with  the  Commander  of  the  Italian 
cruiser  "  Regina  Elena,"  then  in  Symi  harbour,  and  told  him  of  the 
injustice  of  the  arrests  and  the  foolishness  of  ordering  an  assault  of 
troops  of  a  Great  Power  against  unarmed  citizens,  women  and  children, 
whilst  by  peaceful  means  he  could  have  dismissed  the  crowd,  as  the 
Dodecanesians  are  a  peaceful,  civilised,  and  orderly  people  quite  as 
much  so  as  any  European  nation.     He  again  begged  the  Governor 
to  release  the  prisoners.    The  Italian  officer,  not  only  would  not  listen 
to  the  old  priest,  but  insulted  him  and  dismissed  him,  threatening  to 
shoot  him  at  once  and  to  order  the  warship  to  bombard  the  island 
unless  the  crowd  did  not  disperse  immediately.     Whilst  the  crowd 
was  dispersing  and  was  returning  slowly,  cheering  for  the  Union,  upon 
signals  from  the  Governor's  Building  300  marines  were  landed  from 
the  cruiser,  and  charged  on  the  people  with  fixed  bayonets  and  broke 
up  the  crowd,  whilst  on  the  warship  it  was  observed  that  unusual 
commotion  was  taking  place. 

The  Italian  Authorities  instituted  a  blockade  of  the  island,  which 
is  being  enforced  by  a  destroyer  sent  for  that  purpose.  The  people, 
as  a  protest,  have  declared  themselves  and  the  Church  in  persecution. 
They  have  taken  down  from  the  Ikonostasia  the  Ikon  of  the  Resurrec- 
tion of  Christ,  and  have  proclaimed  a  general  mourning.  Within  and 
without  the  churches  black  flags  have  been  hoisted,  bearing  a  white 
cross.  The  doors  of  the  Churches  and  of  the  houses  have  been  covered 
with  black  sheets,  and  everyone  is  in  mourning.  The  carabinieri 
and  Marines  go  in  bodies  and  tear  the  flags  with  rage,  taking  with  them 
the  ropes.  The  arrested  notables  have  been  taken  bound  on  a  warship 
to  Rhodes,  where  they  were  thrust  into  a  dark,  dirty,  damp  prison, 
which  contained  no  seats  and  without  floor.  There  they  remained  three 
days  without  food,  and  were  not  permitted  to  leave  the  room  at  all, 
until  the  intervention  of  a  liberal  European  country  (France)  towards 
which  the  Dodecanese  and  humanity  owe  much  and  are  grateful 
they  were  released  and  by  means  of  an  Italian  warship  they  were  sent 
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back  to  Symi,  in  order  that  they  should  not  communicate  with  anyone 
in  Rhodes. 

I  sincerely  beg  you,  Mr.  President,  to  pay  attention  to  these 
facts,  and  I  remain,  with  due  respect, 

Dr.  SKEVOS  ZERVOS. 


Extracts  of  the  above  have  been  published  in  the  Empire  News 
of  June  8th  and  15th.  Copies  of  the  Dodecanesian  Memoranda  of 
May  2nd  and  29th  have  been  sent  to  His  Grace  My  Lord  the  Primate 
and  His  Grace  My  Lord  the  Archbishop  of  York.  The  following 
letters  were  received  from  both  the  Archbishops : — 

Lambeth  Palace,  S.E.I. , 

[3th  May.  1919. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  directs  me  to  acknowledge  with 
thanks  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  transmitting  to 
him  copies  of  a  translation  of  memoranda  sent  by  the  Dodecanese 
delegates  in  Paris  to  the  President  of  the  Peace  Conference. 

Yours  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  SHEPPARD, 
Theodore  D.  Mosconas.  Esq.  Private  Secretary. 

Bishopthorpe.  York, 

9th  June,  1919. 

Dear  Sir, 

The  Archbishop  of  York  desires  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of -your  memorandum  sent  with  your  letter  of  June  5th,  to  which  he 
will  give  careful  attention. 

Yours  truly. 

N.  C.  D.  BORKER. 
M.  Theodore  D.  Mosconas.  Secretary. 

Extract  from  the  u Egyptian  Gazette:'  Alexandria,  issue  of  the  \2th 
of  May. 

THE  DODECANESIAN  QUESTION. 

Athens,  May  7th,  1919. 
"The  Italian  Legation  here  publishes  a  communique  confirming 
the  regrettable  incidents  at  Valanovo  in  Rhodes,  during  which  the 
Priest,  Papa  Lucas,  was  killed,  and  his  niece  with  her  children  were 
wounded." 
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Extract  from  two  Memoranda  submitted  to  the  Peace  Conference  by 
Dr.  S.  Zervos  on  the  2nd  and  the  4th  of  May,  1919. 

TELEGRAM. 

"St.  Nicolas.  Crete, 

30th  April,  1919. 

"  Informed  from  Karpathos.  The  Italian  troops  of  occupation 
having  tried  to  haul  down  the  Greek  flags  which  were  hoisted  on 
Easter  Day  after  the  Proclamation  of  the  Union  of  the  Dodecanese, 
the  population,  composed  mostly  of  women  and  old  men,  the  able- 
bodied  men  having  been  already  exiled  or  compelled  to  leave,  set  up 
a  truly  heroic  resistance. 

"  In  the  village  of  Aghios  Panayotakis  the  priest  Nicholas 
Stavrakis.  who  defended  along  with  the  women  the  Greek  flag,  was 
shot  by  the  Italians.  The  Village  Menetes,  where  three  old  men  and 
sixty  women  also  defended  the  Greek  flag,  only  surrendered  through 
thirst  and  hunger.  It  is  rumoured  that  the  Metropolitan  of  Karpathos 
was  seriously  wounded  in  the  stomach  by  Italian  carabinieri." 

"A  Greek  sailing  vessel  passing  off  the  Island  of  Kassos,  noticed 
a  heavy  firing  and  the  two  villages  of  Arvanitochori  and  Marina  v/ere 
enveloped  in  flames.  Wishing  to  approach,  it  was  prevented  by  a 
nourished  firing.  Number  of  victims  notified  in  all  the  islands  still 
increasing." 


Copy  of  Telegram  sent  by  the  Dodecanesians  in  Manchester  to  MM. 
Lloyd  Georce,  Clemenceau.  President  Wilson,  and  Venizelos. 

"Manchester,  May  10///.  1919. 

"We  hear  with  horror  cruelties  shown  by  the  Italians  towards 
the  unfortunate  Dodecanese,  following  Proclamation  of  our  Union 
with  Mother  Greece^  Citizens,  priests,  women  and  children  have  been 
shot,  a  fresh  offering  to  the  Altar  of  Liberty.  Greek  flag  has  been 
insulted.  Before  God  and  Man  we,  the  Dodecanesians  of  Manchester, 
vigorously  protest  against  this  fresh  persecution  inflicted  upon  our 
fellow  countrymen  in  order  to  extinguish  national  sentiment,  and  ask 
of  the  Peace  Congress  the  evacuation  of  the  Islands  who  instead  of 
seeking  to  acquire  the  sympathies  of  the  inhabitants  have  not  even 
respected  religion  or  family  honour. 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS, 
Representative,  Dodecanesians  in  Manchester." 

(The  above  was  published  in  The  Manchester  Guardian  of  the  12th 
of  May  and  in  The  Manchester  Evening  News  of  the  same  date.) 
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Copy  of  Telegram  sent  by  the  Dodecanesians  in  Manchester  to  MM. 

Lloyd  Georce,  Clemenceau,  President  Wilson,  and  Venizelos. 

"Manchester,  21th  May.  1919. 

"As  the  fate  of  our  country  is  under  discussion  we,  the  Dodecane- 
sians residing  in  Manchester,  direct  and  pure  descendants  of  the  Dorian 
Greeks,  repudiate  every  secret  treaty  concluded  without  our  know- 
ledge, also  every  other  camouflaged  arrangement.  Horrified  at  the 
recent  Dodecanesian  Vespers  we  wish,  hope,  await  and  demand  the 
only  logical  solution  which  is  Union  with  the  Mother  Country.  Greece, 
our  secular  claim  and  ardent  prayer. 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 
Representative,  Dodecanesians  in  Manchester:- 

Extract  from  a  Telegram  sent  to  Dr.  Skevos  Zervos  from  the  Island 
of  Samos  on  the  5th  of  May,  1919.  Published  in  the  "Journal 
des  Hellenes,"  Geneva,  25th  May,  1919. 

"Official  reports  from  the  Notables,  the  Metropolitans  and 
Episcopal  Vicars,  the  Dodecanesian  Societies,  give  details  of  the 
atrocities  committed  in  the  Dodecanese  by  the  Italians. 

"  In  the  Island  of  Kalymno,  the  Italians  have  killed  Mr.  Zagoria- 
nos  because  he  cheered  M.  Venizelos  and  the  Union  of  the  Dodecanese 
with  Greece.  At  Rhodes  a  large  number  of  peasants  have  been  severely 
wounded,  but  up  to  the  present  we  have  not  got  their  names,  the 
Italian  Authorities  having  taken  measures  to  assure  the  complete 
isolation  of  the  Dodecanese.  Take  the  necessary  measures  to  imme- 
diately send  medical  help  and  medicines." 


RESOLUTION. 

(Published  in  the  Journal  des  Hellenes.  Geneva.  25th  May.  1919.) 

■  Samos.  29th  April,  1919. 

"Dr.  Sk.  Zervos.  Paris, 

"  Persons  who  have  been  able  to  secretly  escape  on  a  small  fishing 
boat  have  brought  us  the  text  of  the  Resolution  by  which  the  Dode- 
canesians have  proclaimed  the  Union  of  the  Dodecanese  with  Greece. 
Here  is  the  text,  which  is  identical  to  all  the  resolutions  taken  by 
every  village  in  all  the  islands  of  the  Dodecanese  :-  - 

"  '  The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Rhodes,  of  Hellenic 
origin  and  nationality  since  thousands  of  years,  meeting  together 
to-day,  Easter  Sunday,  declare,  proclaim  and  decree  : 

■"I.  We  ratify,  approve,  and  adopt  all  the  resolutions  or  what- 
soever other  actions  of  the  Dodecanesian  Leagues  at  Athens.  Alexandria 
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and  in  America  with  the  ^^^"^^SS^SM 
our  Union  with  Greece.  ^/  '^^  provincial  and  communal 
Rhodes ;•.  Mgr.  Apostolos.  g^*™^  collaborating  with  the 

Sja;  bet  ffi  SSS  mandate  and  with  our  approbation, 
laiiy,  as  navmg  wo  ^,f_        foreign  to  our  common 

".?_We  disapprove  and  disavow,  as  loreign  ^ 

we  declare  our  solidarity  with  our  insular  brothers 

3  lWe  proclaim  with  all  our  heart  our  sole  and  secular  wish 

t0  be  united  to  L  Mother  Country.  Greece  to  whom  we  are  a  tached 

by  every  legitimate  bond  known  to  mank.nd.    The  bond  of  language. 

of  religion,  of  national  consciousness,  customs,  etc. 

°       g4  -lWe  invoke  in  our  favour  the  principle  of  nat.onaht.es.  as 

we  along  wUh  our  brothers  of  the  other  islands  form  more  than  n.ne- 

tenths  of  the  total  population  of  the  Dodecanese. 

tenths  ot  m  powersQf  the  earth  and  their  represents- 

humanity  to  whom  the  Greek  Nation,  and  particularly  Rhodes,  have 
rendered  by  their  civilization  such  great  services. 

-6  -We  entrust  our  officials  of  the  Diocese  to  bring  our  claims 
herein  expressed  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Governments  of  the  victorious 
Es  H  of  the  Protectress  Italy,  and  to  the  Government  off 
Mo  he  'Greece.  At  the  same  time  we  empower  our  Metropolitan 
and  the  Metropolitan  of  Rhodes  to  proceed,  in  our  name  and  on  our 
behalf  to  every  other  act  which  he  deems  efficacious  for  our  cause. 
'"The  Members  of  the  Community 

(The  signatures  for  every  island  follow).'  M 


From  a  private  source  we  hear  that  the  Commandant  of  the 
Italian  cruiser.  "  Regina  Elena."  in  the  harbour  of  Symi,  on  seeing jhte 
marines  firing  on  the  defenceless  population,  angrily  rebuked  them 
saving  ■— "  You  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourselves  to  attack  women 
and  children  "  We  also  learn  that  Mr.  Kanonarchos,  who  hoisted 
the  Greek  flag  at  Kalymnos.  was  shot  whilst  shouting  "  Long  live 
Venizelos." 

The  Archiepiscopal  Vicar  of  Symi  has  wired  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Symiots  residing  in  Athens  that  as  a  result  of  the  suffering  of 
the  people  of  that  Island  under  the  Italians  they  have  decided  to  ask 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain.— Messager  d'Athenes,  June  \Otht  1919. 
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III. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr.  THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS  writes :— 
The  Dodecanese  claim  nothing  more  than  justice.    Our  people 
at  home  have  already  twice  voiced  their  desire  for  union  with  Greece, 
the  Mother  Country,  first  at  the  Pan-Dodecanesian  Congress  held  at 
Patmos  a  few  months  after  the  Italian  occupation,  and  secondly  by 
their  appeal  to  the  Conference  of  London  in  1913.    Our  history  is 
purely  Greek,  right  from  the  mythological  ages,  when  Homer  sang 
the  epics  of  the  "superb"  Rhodians  and  other  Dodecanesians  who 
took  part  in  the  Trojan  War,  up  to  the  Greek  War  of  Independence, 
during  which  our  sailors  fought  the  Turk  and  Egyptian  for  the  resur- 
rection of  Greece,  under  Miaulis  and  Canaris.     During  the  War  of 
Independence  and  after,  when  Capodistrias  was  appointed  Governor 
of  Greece,  Kalymnos,  Leros,  Symi.  and  other  islands  of  the  Sporades 
together  with  the  island  of  Samos.  formed  part  of  the  newly-liberated 
territory  until  the  Conference  of  London  of  1832  handed  them  back 
to  the  Turk     The  vast  majority  of  the  Dodecanesians  are  Greeks, 
the  remainder  being  a  few  thousand  Jews  and  Moslems,  who  live 
mostly  in  Rhodes  and  Kos.    The  Central  Committee  in  Athens  represent 
the  Dodecanesian  Leagues  both  in  Greece  and  abroad,  where  a  great 
many  of  our  countrymen  now  reside,  especially  in  Egypt,  and  l  trust 
that  in  conformity  with  the  principle  of  the  self-determination  of 
small  nationalities  their  cry  for  union  with  the  Mother  Country  will 
not  be  in  ^."-Manchester  Guardian,  12th  December,  1918. 


"THE  NEAR  EAST." 
Issue  dated  2\st  December,  1918. 
"IRREDENTA    DODECANESUS    FILIA   GR/ECI/C    EST  " 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 
"Sir -Grecian  Irredentists  claim  not  only  Thrace  and  Asia 
Minor,  but  also  the  Dodecanese  (where  Herodotus  and f  Hippocrates 
were  born),  whose  history,  religion,  and  ^"J^^J^ 
right  to  appeal  at  the  coming  Peace  Congress  for  their  long-delayed 
union  with  Greece,  the  Mother  Country  .  all  thp 

"Tidings  of  good  news  are  already  spread  throughout  all  the 
Greek  communities  abroad  that  our  national  rights  will  no  longer  be 
considered  at  a  Midsummer  Night's  Dream  and  Utopia.  The  Un 
redeemed  Greeks  hope  that  their  movement  will  ^^^g 
support  as  the  similar  rising  of  national  spirit  of  the •  ""J 
Syrians  has  received.     Irredentist  meetings  are  held,  a  Provisional 
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Government  already  established,  and  every  Greek  expects  the  realisa- 
tion of  the  'Grand  Idea'  for  which  the  Hellenic  nation  twice  arose 
against  the  Osmanli  before  the  Eight  Years'  War  of  independence 
took  place  in  1821. 

"The  Dodecanesians,  true  to  their  Motherland,  and  a  vital  part 
of  the  Greek  family,  will  emphasise  the  justice  of  their  claim  by  pre- 
senting the  following  statistics  to  the  Peace  Conference  :— 

Total. 

2.720 
6,000 
18,000 
14,570 
5,000 
1,200 
16.000 
1.300 
2,740 
37,080 
8,527 
5.700 


Islands. 

Greeks. 

Turks. 

Jews 

Various 

Patmos  . 

2,700 

20 

Leros  . 

6,000 

Kalymnos    .  . 

1 8,000 

Kos    .    .    .  . 

.  10.550 

4,000 

20 

Nissyros  . 

5,000 

Astipalea. 

1.200 

Symi  . 

16,000 

Delos  . 

1,300 

Halki  .    .    .  . 

2.740 

Rhodes 

.  25.010 

7.960 

3,960 

150 

Karpathos  . 

8.527 

Kassos 

5.700 

102,727 

1 1 .960 

4.000 

150 

118,837 


"  In  fact,  every  Dodecanesian  could  repeat  a  new  version  of 
Mary  Tudor's  last  words :  '  Open  my  heart,  you  will  find  Greece 
written  upon  it.'    I  am.  etc.. 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCHONAS." 


LE  L1VRE  BLANC  SUR  LE  DODECANESE. 

"  C'est  avec  une  vive  emotion  que  nous  avons  recu  le  Livre  Blanc 
publie  par  les  representants  du  comite  exScutif  des  Dod6can6siens  a 
Londres.  Les  douze  plebiscites  de  1913  forment  un  beau  prologue, 
je  regrette  que  l'historique  du  Congres  de  Patmos,  si  brutalement 
disperse,  ne  precede  pas  ces  6v6nements  ulterieurs.  Le  document 
le  plus  digne  dans  sa  douleur,  entre  tous  les  autres  papiers  publies. 
est  sans  doute  celui  par  lequel  les  notables  et  le  haut  clerge  du  Do- 
decanese ont  investi  d'un  pouvoir  absolu  le  Comite  d'Athdnes,  afin 
d'agir  en  leur  place  et  lieu  et  d6montrer  aux  peuples  civilises  qu'il 
serait  pueril  de  pretendre  que  '  l'ordre  regne  aux  lies  Sporades.'  Les 
insulaires  se  plaignent  qu'on  ne  les  traite  pas  comme  des  hommes 
libres  du  vingtieme  siecle,  et  il  ne  leur  manque  que  la  Sainte  Hermandad 
pour  faire  revenir  les  sombres  jours  du  quinzieme  siecle.  Il-ont  et6 
chasses  de  leur  foyer  pour  la  simple  raison  d'avoir  aspire  a  l'union 
avec  la  Gr6ce  D'autres  documents  nous  revelent  que  les  DodScanesiens 
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se  sont  offerts  pour  combattre  cote  a  cote  le  Hun  avec  les  Allies  ;  on 
a  passe"  outre  sur  cette  proposition  sur  la  demande  expresse  de  1' Italic 
Nous  sommes  surs  que  le  public  britannique  auquel  ce  livre 
s'adresse,  lira  avec  interet  ces  pages  douloureuses  ou  un  peuple  hel- 
16nique  ne  demande  que  justice.  Le  Dodecanese,  prive  de  ses  enfants 
exiles,  auxquels  on  ne  permet  pas  de  debarquer  sur  le  sol  natal,  pas 
meme  pour  '  fermer  les  yeux  a  des  parents  bien  aimes  '  (sic),  prive 
de  communications  avec  le  monde,  extenue  par  la  famine,  est  l'image 
vivante  du  verbe  douloureux  de  cette  stance  exaltee  que  Dante  Alighieri 
osa  chanter  malgre  la  tyrannie  qui  asservissait  son  pays  : 

Per  me  si  va  nella  Citta  dolente 
Per  me  si  va  nel  eterno  dolore 
Per  me  si  va  tra  la  perduta  gente 
Giustizia  mosse  il  mio  Alto  Fattore 


Lasciate  ogni  speranza  o  voi  che  qui  entrate." 

Th.  M. — Journal  des  Hellenes,  5th  January.  1919 


PRO  DODECANESUS. 

Le  Comite  Executif  des  Dodecanesiens  a  Londres  vient  de 
publier  une  s6rie  d'articles  et  commentaires  de  la  Presse  britannique 
en  faveur  du  Peuple  Dodecanesien.  Les  mandataires  du  Peuple  des 
douze  iles  sont  vraiment  admirables,  car  aussitot  debarques  en  Angle- 
terre.  Us  ont  consacre  tout  leur  temps  et  tous  leurs  efforts  pour  jeter 
'  un  po  piu  di  lucce  '  {un  peu  plus  de  lumiere)  sur  la  Question  Dode- 
can6sienne  qui  aurait  passe  peut-etre  inapercue  au  Congres  de  la  Paix, 
sans  le  Comite  patriotique  d'Athenes.  Le  choix  n'a  pas  ete  difficile, 
MM.  le  docteur  Skevos  Zervos  et  Paris  Roussos  sont  bien  connus 
parmi  les  cercles  dodecanesiens,  Tun  ayant  offert  volontairement  ses 
services  a  la  Mere-Patrie  lors  des  Guerres  Balkaniques.  l'autre.  jeune 
encore,  mais  ayant  deja  acquis  la  reputation  de  Lazare  Kountouriotis 
de  son  pays.  Ces  patriotes  infatigables  nous  reservent  encore  des 
surprises,  car  ils  preparent  une  troisieme  publication  de  documents 
importants.  Le  public  britannique  a  ete  tres  interesse  par  la  question 
dodecanesienne.  les  articles  et  divers  commentaires  le  prouvent  assez. 
Nous  souhaitons,  d'accord  avec  notre  Grand  Gouverneur,  que  l'ltalie 
offre  d'elle-meme  les  lies  a  leur  Mere-Patrie.  sans  insister  sur  la  Clause 
d'Ouchy,  comme  le  Near  East  du  7  fevrier  fait  remarquer  '  since  the 
Turkish  Empire  is  happily  dead,  the  Greek  Islands,  revert  to  its  execu- 
tors, The  Entente,  who  must  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and  letter 
of  their  bond,  assign  them  to  the  motherland  of  Greece.'  L'Angle- 
terre  avait  c6de  les  '  lies  loniennes  a  la  Grece  pour  des  raisons  econo- 
miques,  et  pour  nepas  s'aliener  les  sympathies  des  habitants  pour 
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lesquels,  malgre  ses  bienfaits,  elle  restait  '  11  stranier.'  Que  l'ltalie 
imite  son  example." — Theodore  Mosconas,  Journal  des  Hellenes, 
23rd  February,  1919. 


(Correspondence  in  the  Press  relating  to  the  Dodecanese  has  been 
almost  exclusively  devoted  to  either  the  Greek  or  Italian  claims. 
However,  on  the  7th  March,  The  Near  East  contained  a  letter  from 
Col.  A.  C.  Yate,  MP.,  of  which  we  give  a  brief  resume\ 

Col.  Yate  insists  that  whatever  the  fate  of  the  other  islands,  Rhodes 
must  not  be  given  to  Greece,  but  placed  under  the  rule  of  the  Hospital- 
lers, the  main  reason  apparently  being  that  these  worthy  gentlemen 
held  the  island  in  the  Middle  Ages.  A  few  remarks  then  follow  which 
give  one  the  impression  that  this  apparently  new  suggestion  is  after 
all  nothing  but  a  camouflaged  Italian  occupation. 

An  additional  argument  why  the  island  should  not  revert  to 
Greece  is  that  the  Manes  of  Fulco  de  Villaret,  who  conquered  the 
island  at  the  time  of  the  last  Crusades,  and  of  Dieudonne  de  Gozo,  a 
most  promising  youth  who  rid  Rhodes  of  a  fearful  dragon,  see  full 
description  in  Schiller's  poem,  are  frantically  waving  their  eerie  arms, 
and  protesting,  as  far  as  ghosts  can,  against  the  cession. 

Col.  Yate  also  expressed  his  fear  of  what  might  happen  to  the 
Auberges,  a  few  dilapidated  mediaeval  Mansions  in  Rhodes,  if  the 
Greeks  came  into  possession. 

In  reply  to  the  above  the  following  letters  appeared  in  The  Near 
East  of  March  13th.  1919.) 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  your  issue  of  the  7th  March,  Col.  A.  C.  Yate  gave  us  his  point 
of  view  why  Italy  should  not  part  with  Rhodes,  though  he  allowed 
the  Greeks  possession  of  the  eleven  rocks  that  constitute  the  remainder 
of  the  Dodecanese. 

CoL  Yate  has  struck  out  in  an  entirely  new  direction,  and  his 
argument  is  unique,  so  much  so  that  I  venture  to  think  that  not  even 
the  marvellous  ingenuity  of  the  Consulta  could  produce  arguments 
of  the  type  advanced  by  your  correspondent. 

According  to  Col.  Yate,  because  over  six  hundred  years  ago  the 
Grand  Master  of  the  Hospitallers,  Fulco  de  Villaret,  and  his  noble 
company  of  God-fearing  brigands,  took  advantage  of  Greek  hospitality 
to  make  Rhodes  their  permanent  home  until  they  were  ejected  by  the 
Turks,  the  island  should  pass  once  more  under  the  sway  of  the  Order 

This  is  not  so  difficult  as  one  would  imagine  at  first  sight  for 
the  charming  simplicity  of  this  practical  solution  to  a  complicated 
international  problem  is  instantly  seen  when  we  are  informed  that  by 
some  fortunate  chance  the  Sovereign-of-Nothing  Order  of  Malta  takes 
its  orders  from  Rome,  and  by  an  equally  fortunate  coincidence  the 
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flag  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  is  the  present 
Italian  flag.  Hence  the  cession  of  Rhodes  to  the  Hospitallers  would 
entail  no  change  whatever  in  the  present  administration,  though,  we 
presume,  a  certain  amount  of  mummery  will  be  gone  through  on 
the  return  of  "  the  long-lost  stolen  sheep  "  to  the  paternal  bosom  of 
the  "  Brotherhood." 

There  are  other  striking  resemblances,  which  Col.  Yate  has  over- 
looked, between  the  present  holders  of  Rhodes  and  that  adventurous 
band  of  freebooters  misnamed  Crusaders,  of  which  League  of  Rogues 
the  Noble  and  Most  Ancient  Orders  mentioned  by  Col.  Yate  formed 
a  very  important  part. 

With  regard  to  the  memorable  sieges  of  Rhodes,  the  brunt  of  the 
defence  was  borne  by  the  local  Greek  population,  and  when  things 
became  too  hot  the  gallant  Hospitallers  evacuated  the  island  under 
agreement  with  the  Turks,  leaving  the  unfortunate  Greeks  at  the 
mercy  of  the  foe,  who  slew  them  by  the  thousand. 

As  for  the  Auberges,  they  were  raised  by  exactly  the  same  system 
as  that  employed  at  the  building  of  the  Pyramids,  namely  the  corvee, 
and  their  existence  at  the  present  time  is  the  strongest  argument  why 
any  of  the  above  Orders  should  not  return  to  Rhodes. 

If  Col.  Yate  cannot  produce  a  stronger  argument  in  favour  of 
Italy's  retention  of  Rhodes  than  the  melodramatic  supposition  that 
objection  would  be  raised  to  the  island's  cession  to  Greece  by  the 
manes  of  a  hoary  old  pirate  like  Fulco  de  Vilaret,  his  "brother" 
Dieudonne  de  Gozo,  who  we  are  assured  slew  a  dragon— in  poetry — 
and  whose  name  in  history  has  about  as  much  significance  as  that  of 
Sir  Roger  de  Coverley.  1  should  like  to  express  my  opinion  that  if  the 
Hospitallers  would  like  to  have  a  home  they  should  induce  Great 
Britain  to  cede  Malta  to  them,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
whereas  they  lost  Rhodes  nearly  five  hundred  years  ago,  Malta  was 
only  taken  from  them  in  the  days  of  Napoleon. 

But  in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  are  other  Powers  that  be  besides 
Italy  and  her  proteges,  the  Hospitallers,  and  in  view  of  the  keen  de- 
termination of  all  Greeks  to  be  united  to  their  Mother  Country  and 
stand  no  nonsense,  I  am  afraid  that  the  Noble  and  Most  Ancient 
Orders  will.be  grievously  disappointed. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours,  etc., 

A.  CALLINICOS. 

Greek  Church,  Hr.  Broughton, 
Manchester. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 

Sir, — I  have  read  the  interesting  letter  of  Colonel  Yate  in  your 
issue  of  yesterday. 

Being  a  Dodecanesian,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  "points"  put 
forward  by  your  correspondent,  who  perhaps  knows  my  native  country 
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only  through  the  glasses  of  the  mediaeval  authors  of  the  History  of 
the  Order  "  Sancti  Iohanni  Ierosolymitani."  As  a  good  scholar,  he 
ought  to  know  the  meaning  of  the  Greek  "  Dodeca  "  before  styling 
the  South  Sporades  "  Rhodes  and  the  Dodecanese."  Colonel  Yate 
has  generously  awarded  the  "  Endecanese  "  to  Greece,  but  he  has 
reserved  the  right  of  the  future  of  Rhodes,  though  he  acknowledges 
the  fact  that  the  Island  of  Helios  Phoebus  was  taken  from  the  Greeks 
by  the  Christian  Fulco. 

I  am  afraid  your  correspondent's  historical  notions  are  very 
poor  and  of  a  very  "  auld  "  school  when  he  tries  to  show  us  that  Rhodes 
being  Greek,  should  be  passed  over  to  the  Hospitallers  honoris  causa. 
This  new  theory  is  amazing,  and  Baron  Sonnino  must  be  congratulated 
on  his  new  ally,  plus  royal iste  que  le  roy.  In  spite  of  the  present  century 
in  which  we  live,  the  daring  suggestion  is  made  :  the  resurrection  of 
a  mediaeval  theocratic  administration  which  was  by  no  means  purely 
Italian,  and  had  always  boasted  of  Rome  as  Motherland  and  its  Bishop 
as  Father.  According  to  that  bright  idea,  the  Knights  ought  to  take 
back  Valetta,  and  Pope  Benedict  re-take  his  rank  of  Pontifex  Maximus 
Laicorum.  In  this  wonderful  world  of  ours,  which  has  just  escaped 
from  the  hideous  grip  of  the  Prussian  Kultur,  we  do  not  need  chivalrous 
Monkish  Orders  to  reappear  again,  binding  and  unbinding  conscience* 
and  holding  the  keys  of  eternal  life.  We  have  already  seen  in  our 
days  the  true  and  modern  Knights  receiving  their  golden  spurs  at  the 
Marne,  Ypres,  and  Verdun,  and  the  time  has  happily  gone  by  when 
knights  of  the  kind  of  Bois  Guilbert  (vide  "  Ivanhoe  ")  shamed  the 
title  of  the  Soldiers  of  Christ.  Every  civilized  nation  nowadays  has 
its  Red  Cross  Order,  which  practically  acts  as  the  locum  tenens  of  the 
Hospitallers,  and  Colonel  Yate,  instead  of  being  the  champion  of  "  ye 
olde  days,"  ought  to  use  his  talent  in  writing  in  favour  of  the  people 
of  the  Dodecanese  that  appeals  to  the  principle  of  self-determination, 
which  he  mentions  in  the  beginning  of  his  letter.  Your  correspondent 
may  be  sure  that  the  ghosts  of  the  chivalrous  gentlemen  that  he  has 
invoked  will  not  veto  the  cession  of  the  islands  to  the  Christian  Greeks. 
Their  curses  have  already  been  bestowed  upon  those  who  pledged 
their  word  at  Ouchy  to  give  back  a  Christian  people  to  the  Turk. 

I  am,  etc., 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 


STARVING  DODECANESE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 

Sir,  —May  I  beg  of  you  to  publish  in  your  hospitable  columns 
the  following  appeal  in  favour  of  the  starving  Dodecanese.  In  spite 
of  the  present  deliberations  of  the  Council  of  Ten  at  Paris  promising 
better  days  for  every  oppressed  nation,  the  people  in  the  Dodecanese 
are  dying  every  day.  or  committing  suicide,  for  lack  of  food.    In  your 
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issue  of  December  20,  1918,  you  published  the  official  statistics  I  sent 
you  relative  to  the  population  in  the  Twelve  Islands.  Since  then  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Dodecanesians  in  London  have  issued 
the  second  edition  of  their  White  Book,  which  reveals  many  amazing 
facts  that  have  occurred  in  the  Island  since  the  Italian  Occupation. 
It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  the  above-mentioned  statistics,  given  by 
the  Unredeemed  Greeks  Congress  in  Paris,  have  been  materially 
altered,  owing  to  the  continuous  exodus  to  Greece  of  the  Islanders 
who  preferred  a  voluntary  exile  and  the  scanty  refugee  ration  offered 
by  their  Motherland  Greece  than  die  of  starvation  and  ill-treatment 
in  their  own  homes.  The  number  of  the  Dodecanesian  refugees  in 
Greece,  according  to  official  statistics,  is  over  80.000  souls. 

Kalymnos,  for  instance,  with  an  original  population  of  26.000 
inhabitants  when  Proconsul  Ameglio  landed  in  the  Dodecanese  in 
1912,  had  only  14,000  in  December,  1917.  and  her  population  had 
decreased  by  5,688  souls  when  a  census  was  taken  in  the  early  days  of 
May,  1918.  Leros,  numbering  8.000  inhabitants,  has  now  only  about 
2,500,  and  the  Island  of  Symi,  with  a  population  of  23.000.  lest  16,500 
of  her  people  during  six  years. 

Before  leaving  Egypt  in  November  last  I  myself  heard  from 
sailor  natives  of  the  Island  of  Cassos  that  their  people  were  so  physically 
exhausted  that  they  had  scarcely  the  strength  to  walk  about,  and  I 
was  horrified  to  learn  that  Italy  had  not  only  failed  to  send  to  the 
Islands  the  food  apportioned  solely  for  the  use  of  the  Dodecanese  by 
the  Allied  Control,  but  had  taken  every  restrictive  step  not  to  allow 
the  import  of  any  foodstuffs  sent  to  the  Islanders  by  their  relatives  in 
Egypt  and  America.  I  also  was  told  that  small  children  were  ex- 
tremely emaciated  for  lack  of  food,  and-the  bitterest  of  all— that 
night  classes  of  the  Italian  language  were  compulsory  for  young  Greeks, 
and  they  were  prohibited  to  speak  their  own  mother  tongue  even 
during  recreation  hours.  All  these  facts,  which  appeared  to  me 
exaggerated,  have  been  fully  confirmed  by  the  second  edition  of  the 
Dodecanesian  White  Book. 

I  am,  etc., 

The  Near  East.  THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS 

13//;  March,  1919. 

(On  the  17th  March.  Col.  Yate  wrote  again  :•  -"  The  intemperate 
tone  of  your  two  Greek  correspondents  warns  me  not  to  embark  upon 
controversy."  we  read.  "  The  Hospitallers,  besides  possessing  Rhodes 
also  held  Halicarnassus  on  the  Asiatic  mainland,  and  used  it  as  a  refuge 
for  escaped  Christian  slaves  in  Asia  Minor,  and  from  this  one  can 
judge  the  veracity  of  those  who  style  these  staunch  defenders  of 
Christendom  as  *  pirates  '  and  '  brigands.'  Moslems  surely  are  more 
tolerant,  and  as  for  the  Auberges.  questions  on  this  point  have  already 
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been  addressed  in  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  whatever  the  fate 
of  the  island  may  be.  steps  should  be  taken  to  assure  Britain  possession 
of  her  Auberge." 

The  following  letter  appeared  in  reply  in  The  Near  East  of  the 
24th  of  March,  1919:—) 

RHODES  AND  THE  ENDECANESE. 

Sir, 

In  reply  to  Col.  Yate's  letter  of  the  17th  inst,  I  should  like  to  say 
that  if  I  have  in  any  way  offended  him  it  was  only  because  1  was  under 
the  impression  from  his  previous  letter  that  he  advocated  the  cession 
of  Rhodes  to  the  Hospitallers. 

If  Col.  Yate  is  only  anxious  about  the  Auberges.  he  need  have 
no  fear.  As  I  have  previously  mentioned,  the  Hospitaller  buildings 
in  Rhodes  having  been  raised  by  the  sweat  of  unpaid  Greek  labour, 
are  regarded  by  the  Greeks  as  almost  their  own  property,  and,  existing, 
they  serve  the  useful  purpose  of  reminding  the  Greeks  in  what  manner 
"staunch  defenders  of  Christendom"  are  capable  of  treating  their 
fellow  Christians. 

I  entirely  fail  to  see  what  Col.  Yate  imagines  the  Greeks  are  going 
to  do  with  his  "  much  valued  "  Hospitaller  buildings.  Does  he  think 
we  are  going  to  ship  the  whole  lot  of  ramshackle  Auberges  across  to 
Athens  and  place  them  on  the  Acropolis,  by  the  side  of  the  Parthenon, 
as  specimens  of  architecture  ? 

Unlike  Morosini,  we  do  not  destroy  historic  buildings.  Unlike 
Lord  Elgin,  we  respect  the  feelings  of  others  and  do  not  covet  that 
which  is  foreign  to  us,  and  we  would  willingly  let  Italy,  France,  Britain 
and  Spain  have  their  Auberges. 

From  the  question  addressed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  this 
point,  one  would  imagine  that  the  Greeks  were  a  barbarous  non- 
Christian  people,  instead  of  being  one  of  the  oldest  existing  races,  with 
a  civilization  second  to  none,  and  a  code  of  laws  which  is  the  basis  of 
all  European  codes. 

Col.  Yate,  in  attempting  to  prove  how  gallant  the  Hospitallers 
were  and  how  inaccurate  and  intolerant  I  am,  cites  that  the  Knights 
held  Halicarnassus  and  made  it  a  great  refuge  for  escaped  Christian 
slaves  in  Asia  Minor.  He  has,  however,  omitted  to  mention  that  if 
these  slaves  were  Greeks  they  only  gained  their  freedom  by  renouncing 
their  religion  and  acknowledging  the  Pope. 

The  behaviour  of  the  Hospitallers  in  Cyprus,  the  Dodecanese,  and 
Asia  Minor  was  that  of  the  haughty  conqueror  towards  the  conquered. 
The  Greeks  were  ground  down  by  taxation,  and  their  religion  was  not 
even  respected. 

I  merely  called  them  "  pirates"  because  I  could  not  find  a  word 
strong  enough  to  voice  my  opinion  of  these  persons,  who,  posing  as 
Knights  of  the  Cross,  committed  so  many  crimes,  for  hypocrisy  is  the 
worst  of  sins. 
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Anyway,  since  Col.  Yate  no  longer  questions  the  rights  of  Hellas 
to  Rhodes  and  the  matter  is  merely  one  of  the  fate  of  the  Auberges,  we 
need  not  argue  about  what  our  respective  forefathers  did  in  days  of 
yore  ;  and  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  the  matter  may  be  considered  at 
an  end. 

A.  CALLIN1COS. 

Y.M.C.A.,  Manchester. 


LE  DODECANESE  AFFAME. 

Tandis  que  le  Conseil  des  Dix  siege  a  Paris  et  discute  les  statuts 
de  la  Ligue  des  Nations,  un  peuple  entier  subit  les  affres  de  la  faim. 
Deja  depuis  le  mois  de  mai  1918  le  Comite  central  des  Dodecanesiens 
d'AthSnes,  par  des  memoires  emouvants  adresses  a  M.M  Venizelos  et 
Politis  donnait  un  recit  bref  mais  douloureux  du  Golgotha  des  lies. 
Depuis  1'armistice  le  Dodecanese  n'a  obtenu  aucune  amelioration  de 
son  sort  et  son  blocus  persiste.  le  privant  de  communication  avec  le 
reste  du  monde  civilise,  I'etourfement  du  sentiment  national  continue 
de  plus  belle,  et  la  famine  noire  ravage  la  patrie  d'Herodote  et  d'Hippo- 
crate.  Ses  habitants  extenues  d'inanition  sont  si  faibles,  qu'ils  n'ont 
plus  la  force  de  se  lever,  tandis  que  d'autres  plus  heureux  ont  ete 
simplement  expulses  pour  leur  patriotisms  La  Grece  accueilht 
silencieusement  ces  victimes  de  l'imperialisme  italien  ;  elle  en  a  heberge 
80,000  jusqu'a  ce  jour. 

On  nous  ecrit  d'Egypte  que  des  marins  cassiotes  racontent  en 
pleurant  le  triste  exode  du  peuple  dodecanesien.  exode  que  suivent 
dun  ceil  machiavelique  les  autorites  de  l'occupation.     Ceux  qui 
restent  sont  des  fantomes.  des  ombres  de  l'Hades.  tels  que  les  habitants 
heroiques  de  l'immortel  Missolonghi  assiege  par  Ibrahim  et  le  Kioutani. 
Les  enfants  d'une  maigreur  extreme  sont  nourris  exclusivement  d  un 
quart  de  galette  par  jour.     Les  "oubliettes"  et  les  -  boudroums 
sont  la  tout  prets  a  recevoir  les  -'recalcitrants    qui.  comme  Olivier 
Twist  oseront  demander  "  un  peu  plus."     La  deuxieme  edition  du 
Livre  blanc  est  encore  une  nouvelle  surprise  que  nous  ont  reservee 
MM  leDr  S  Zervos  et  Paris  Roussos.  car  elle  est  enrichie  de  documents 
inedits  et  vraiment  stupefiants.     Nous  y  puisons  les  informations 
interessantes  ciapres  :-Les  bienfaits.  de  radmin.stration  du  Pro- 
consul Ameglio  "  e  successor!  -  ont  ete  si  apprecies  aux  lies  que  depuis 
1912  I'annfe  "  memorable"  du  debasement  des  Italiens.  jusqu  en 
1918,  Calymnos  qui  comptait  26.000  habitants  n  en  avait  que   4  000 
en  decembre  1917,  et  lors  du  recensement  de  mai  1918  sa  population 
d?minuaTt  de  5688  ames.    Leros  etait  tombee  de  8000  habitants  (en 
1912)  a  2500.  et  Symi  se  vit  privee  de  16,500  de  ses  enfants  en  six 
annees.    L'expulsion  en  Gr^ce,  Temigration  en  Amerique  et  la  famine 
decimerent  les  lies.     La  brutalite  et  les  mauvais  traitements  des 
Italiens  pesent  encore  sur  les  lnsulaires  comme  un  cauchemar.  et  ces 
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lies  qui  ont  conserve  pieusement  les  traditions  chastes  et  patnarcales 
de  la  Famille  Grecque.  se  voient  outragees  a  chaque  moment  par  le 
devereondage  de  nombreux  carabinieri.  Le  Dodecanese  qui  n  avait 
jamais  connu  ce  que  voulait  dire  "  une  femme  perdue  en  a  vu  des 
centaines  s'installer  aux  lies,  a  la  grande  indignation  des  habitants. 
I'ai  lu  une  timide  protestation  parue  au  journal  symiote  hlpis 
souhaitant  que  le  Proconsul  Vittorio  Elia  les  d6barrasse  de-ces  lupanars 
ou  au  moins  que  "  ce  quartier  excentrique  "  soit  transfer*  en  dehors 
des  quartiers  honnetes.  Les  carabinieri  ne  respectent  pas  meme  la 
religion  du  pays  qu'ils  occupent  provisoirement.  Les  scenes  de 
l'Epiphanie  en  1913.  l'expulsion  *'  a  la  tudesque  "  de  Mgr.  Benjamin. 
Metropolite  de  Rhodes,  qui  etait  accuse  de  patriotisme  (tout  comme 
le  Primat  de  Belgique)  et  les  insultes  a  l'endroit  des  Vicaires  Archiepis- 
copaux  en  un  mot,  larrogance  romaine  contre  le  Grec.  s  interpose 
entre  Italiens  et  Grecs.  suscitant  1'ancienne  haine  rehgieuse  entre 
1'Orient  et  1'Occident.  et  conformant  fatalement  la  sinistre  propheUe 
que  Rudyard  Kipling  a  lancee  :  "  East  is  East  and  West  is.  West,  and 
never  the  twain  shall  meet." 

Au  Dodecanese  done  se  deroule  sous  tous  ses  aspects  sinistres  la 
meme  tactique  poursuivie  en  Lombardie  et  dans  les  Deux  Siciles 
contre  les  patriotes  italiens  avant  la  diane  de  Giuseppe  Garibaldi. 
Les  Carbonari  avaient  prefere  emigrer  en  attendant  des  jours  meilleurs 
pour  leur  patrie.  Et  ou  menerent-ils  leurs  pas  ?  Vers  la  Grece  et  les 
lies  Grecques  ou  les  attendait  une  hospitality  fraternelle  C'etait 
vraiment  une  ironie.  comme  le  fit  remarquer  feu  Roidis.  que  les  descen- 
dants de  ces  Romains  (tels  que  Tacite  et  Juvenal  qui  traiterent  les 
emigres  grecs  en  Italie  de  "Grecules"  et  d*  "affames")  aient  -a 
solliciter  le  gite  et  le  pain  des  dits  Grecules.  qui  se  vengdrent  etran- 
gement,  car  ils  n'oubliSrent  pas  le  vieux  dicton  Latin  "  Gracia  capta 
ferrum  victorem  cepit." 

Les  Lombardo-Napolitains  qui  preferaient  le  pain  d'exil  au  joug 
des  Habsburg  et  des  Bourbon  ne  laissaient  pas  au  moins  derri^re  eux 
la  famine.  La  faim  est  horrible  et  les  Italiens  se  rappellent  sans  doute 
ses  consequences  si  Ton  en  juge  par  les  strophes  de  leur  "  altissimo  " 
poete  mystique  chantant  le  martyre  du  Comte  Ugolin  Tout  le  monde 
souffre.  direz-vous,  et  abeaucoup  souffert  de  la  guerre.  Or  sachez  que 
les  comestibles  fournis  specialement  pour  les  lies  par  les  marches 
allies  n'ont  jamais  ete  distribues  par  les  Italiens  parmi  les  Dodecan6- 
siens.  Seuls  les  employes  des  autorites  de  Toccupation  recevaient 
regulierement  leurs  rations.  II  va  sans  dire  que  les  maigres  provisions 
des  habitants  etaient  aussi  saisies  par  les  carabinieri,  et  jusqu'a  present 
on  a  defendu  l'importation  de  vivres  expedies  par  des  parents  et  amis 
des  insulaires. 

En  attendant  les  gens  meurent  chaque  jour  ou  se  suicident,  les 
carabinieri  circulent  de  maison  en  maison  obligeant  les  habitants  a 
signer  des  blanc  seings  mysterieux,  et  les  10,285  el&ves  des  128  ecoles 
du  pays  sont  forces  de  frequenter  les  cours  d'italien  "  delle  Scuole 
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Dante  Alighieri."  La  peine  de  "  bastonnade  "  est  prSvue  au  cas  ou 
ils  parleraient  entre  eux  la  langue  maternelle. 

Ah  !  Dante  Alighieri  !  Tu  ajouterais  un  nouveau  Cercle  d'Enfer, 
a  ta  Divine  Comedie  si  tu  assistais  au  martyre  du  Peuple  Dodecanesien  ! 

TH.  D.  MOSCONAS. 

Journal  des  Hellens.  73rd  March,  1919. 


THE  CALVARY  OF  THE  DODECANESE. 

Sir,-  The  representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Dodecanese  in 
Paris  have  presented  the  Peace  Conference  with  a  fresh  memorandum, 
extracts  of  which  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 

Since  the  Italian  occupation,  the  fatherland  of  Hippocrates  and 
Herodotus  is  suffering  indescribable  evils,  and  since  the  great  war 
the  Dodecanese  has  been  isolated  from  the  other  parts  of  the  civilized 
world,  and  its  inhabitants  are  starving.    Thousands  of  them  have 
been  exiled,  others  have  been  deported  or  imprisoned  because  they 
have  protested  against  the  unspeakable  policy  of  the  Italian  Army  of 
O^uoation  in  the  Islands     The  privileges  granted  by  the  Porte  to 
the  clergy  and  aldermen  have  been  withdrawn.    The  Divine  service 
is  shadowed  by  secret  police  agents,  and  woe  to  the  Churchman  or 
the  layman  who  will  mount  in  the  pulpit  to  address  the  congregation  ; 
h-  will  be  guilty  under  the  "Dora."    Litanies  and  processions  have 
b"n  prohibited,  and  the  holy  icons,  so  much  venerated  by  the  folks 
in  the  Christian  East,  are  insulted  or  thrown  out  in  the  street.  Benja- 
min Metropolitan  Archbishop  of  Rhodes,  has  been  many  times  insulted 
and'at  last  expelled  from  his  diocese.     He  was  treated  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  Primate  of  Belgium  was  treated  by  the  Germans.  The 
Metropolitan  Archbishops  of  Rhodes.  Leros  and  Kalymnos.  Cos,  and 
Karpathos  and  Kassos  had  been  granted  by  the  Porte  the  privilege 
of  superintending  the  local  schools  in  their  capacity  of  spiritual  pastors 
of  the  Dodecanese.     Since  1912  the  clerical  inspectors  have  been 
coerced  by  the  Italians,  and  the  commanding  officer  m  every  island 
is  now  the  self-appointed  school  inspector.    The  school  children  are 
compelled  to  use  the  Italian  language  even  during  the  recreation  time, 
and  he  who  persists  speaking  Greek  is  expelled  and  the  schoolboy  s 
father  fined  from  200  francs  and  upwards.  The  churches  and  chapels 
wnich  have  been  respected  and  venerated  even  by  the  Muslem  Turk 
Z  now  used  as  barracks  by  Italian  troopers,  who  have  mad  them- 
selves  quite  at  home  there.    In  fact,  the  Latin  has  proved  once  more 
his  hereditary  hatred  towards  the  Eastern  Christian 

w  I  s  ate  now  another  complaint  that  I  myself  am  ashamed  to 
Put  down      Before  the  Italian  occupation  the  term  prostitute 
was  unknown  to  the  Christian-minded 

keying  unto  this  day  the  chaste  and  patnarcha  ^a^™^ 
of  the  Greek  family,  in  spite  of  many  centuries  of  foreign  yoke.  Now 
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every  island  has  a  temple  dedicated  to  Venus  Pandemos,  to  the  great 
indignation  of  the  inhabitants  and  to  the  great  pleasure  of  the  shameless 
foreigners.  Scores  of  young  Greek  girls  gave  themselves  to  the  officers 
and  the  food  controllers  for  the  sake  of  a  better  ration  for  their  families, 
and  these  wretched  victims  were  brought  secretly  to  Rhodes  to  hide 

th6ir  Shame"  THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS 

Church  Times,  2nd  May,  1919. 


LES  DODECANESI ENS  D'ANGLETERRE  PROTESTENT 
AVEC  ENERGIE. 

C'est  avec  horreur  que  nous  autres  Hellenes  residant  en  Angleterre 
avons  appris  les  Vepres  DodecanSsiennes  organises  par  les  Italiens 
centre  une  population  inoffensive  de  vieillards,  de  femmes  et  d  enfants 
a  la  suite  de  l'Acte  d'Union  vote"  derni^rement  par  notre  Congres  a 
Paris  agissant  d'apres  le  mandat  qui  lui  fut  octroye  par  nos  eveques 
et  nos  demogerontes  en  date  du  ler  juin  1918,  sixieme  annee  de  notre 

douleur.  ,  .. 

L'imperialisme  italien  n'a  pas  de  bornes  malheureusement,  et  ll 
en  arrive  aux  grands  moyens  pour  etouffer  le  sentiment  national  de 
notre  peuple  dans  son  foyer  meme.  Le  premier  pas  avait  ete  deja 
fait  par  la  brutalite  des  Karabinieri,  avec  un  K  majuscule,  s.  v.  p.,  lors 
de  l'attaque  desormais  historique  de  la  procession  de  1'Epiphanie 

de  1913.  ,  _  . 

Des  nouvelles  autorisees  qui  nous  parviennent  de  Pans  annoncent 
que  le  Jour  de  Paques  les  Dodecanesiens,  comme  un  seul  homme,  se 
sont  souleves,  acclamant  l'Union.  La  rage  des  Italiens  fut  indescrip- 
tible.  Mgr.  Apostolo,  Metropolite  de  Rhodes,  fut  insulte  par  le  Pro- 
consul Elia  et  des  etres  faibles  et  inoffensifs  furent  assaillis  par  les 
carabinieri.  Dans  d'autres  villages  de  Rhodes,  ainsi  qu'a  Cassos, 
Karpathos  et  autres  ties,  les  memes  sauvageries  furent  repetees.  On 
a  constate  que  des  vieillards  et  des  femmes  ont  combattu  autour  du 
drapeau  hellenique  comme  des  heros.  Le  deuil  regne  aux  lies  et  le 
Dr.  Skevos  Zervos,  Tinfatigable  representant  de  notre  peuple  a  Paris, 
vient  de  lancer  un  appel  vibrant  au  roi  Victor  Emmanuel. 

Le  casus  belli  fut  trouve  facilement  dans  la  procession  du  Vendredi- 
Saint.  Et  apres  avoir  balaye  les  Dodecanesiens  avec  la  mitraille  de 
leurs  soldats,  MM.  les  representants  italiens  au  Congres  de  la  Paix 
annoncSrent  froidement  que  "tout  fut  une  histoire  de  frocards  "  1 
Les  dernieres  nouvelles  annoncent  que  Mgr.  de  Karpathos  et  Cassos 
fut  blesse  par  les  soldats  et  que  le  blocus  est  devenu  plus  resserre\ 
Les  habitants  d'un  village  qui  arborerent  le  drapeau  grec  furent  obliges 
de  le  faire  descendre  par  la  faim. 

Le  sang  des  Dodecanesiens  crie  vengeance  et  j'espere  qu'outre 
les  Livres  Blancset  les  Histoires  illustrees  du  Dodecanese,  les  dernieres 
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prouesses  "  italiennes  "  seront  conside>ees  et  appreciees  par  1'Areopage 
des  Nations  dont  1'intervention  doit  etre  imminente. 

II  est  temps  encore.  Le  calvaire  du  Dodecanese  n'a  que  trop 
dure.  L'61ite  de  ses  enfants  errent  ci  et  la,  souhaitant  avec  ardeur  de 
voir  "  kan  kapnon  anathroskonta  "  de  leur  patrie.  Loin  de  s'attacher 
les  sympathies  des  habitants,  les  Italiens  n'ont  fait  que  s'attirer  la 
haine  et  le  m6pris  de  ceux  dont  ils  n'ont  su  respecter  ni  la  religion,  ni 
meme  l'honneur  de  famille. 

Apr^s  la  proclamation  de  notre  union  avec  la  mere  Grece  et  les 
dernieVes  dragonnades,  l'6vacuation  des  lies  est  devenue  une  imperieuse 
necessite.  C'est  la  resolution  de  nos  freres  a  Paris  qui  a  excite  la 
manie  du  Proconsul  Elia.  Voila  pourquoi  "  Herodiade  s'affole  et  se 
deme'ne  de  nouveau  "  ;  voila  pourquoi  le  re'gne  de  1'Antechrist  est 
encore  en  vigueur  dans  notre  malheureux  pays. 

Au  nom  des  Dodecanesiens  residant  en  Angleterre : 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 
Journal  des  Hellenes,  TSth  May,  1919. 


THE  CASE  OF  THE  DODECANESE. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Manchester  Guardian. 

Sir, — The  Italians  have  recently  proclaimed  the  Dodecanese  as 
their  eastern  Mediterranean  naval  base,  and  have  commenced  to  put 
into  execution  plans  by  which  they  hope  to  be  able  to  retain  these 
islands  indefinitely.  In  spite  of  the  policy  of  terrorism  exercised  upon 
the  Dodecanese  by  the  Italian  officials,  and  though  the  latter  have 
used  starvation  and  exile  as  a  means  of  depopulating  the  islands  and 
extinguishing  the  national  sentiment,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Southern 
Sporades  remain  staunch,  and  proclaimed  their  union  with  Greece 
on  last  Easter  Day.  The  Proconsul  Vittorio  D'Elia  immediately  took 
drastic  measures  against  the  islanders.  The  Greek  flag  was  hauled 
down  and  insulted,  Apostolos.  Metropolitan  Archbishop  of  Rhodes, 
was  threatened  with  execution  and  was  held  responsible  for  any  further 
disturbances.  Germanos,  Bishop  of  Kassos  and  Karpathos,  was 
wounded,  many  notables  were  cast  into  prison,  flogged,  and  refused 
food,  whilst  the  panic-stricken  crowds  were  charged  with  the  bayonet 
by  the  excited  Carabinieri. 

It  is  against  these  deplorable  incidents  that  the  Dodecanese 
Greeks  residing  in  Manchester  have  already  protested  to  the  Peace 
Conference.  These  occurrences,  so  far  as  we  know  here,  have  created 
a  deep  atmosphere  of  hatred  against  the  Italian  army  of  occupation. 
The  Dodecanesians  at  home  have  proclaimed  the  long-claimed  union 
with  our  mother.  Greece.  Every  Dodecanesian  abroad  has  adhered 
gladly  to  this  proclamation,  and  no  Ouchy  Treaty,  no  Pact  of  London. 
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will  make  us  change  our  resolution.  If  Italy  still  retains,  as  undoubted- 
W  he  means  to.  a  remnant  of  her  traditional  chivalrous  nobility,  let 
her  evacuate  the  islands  whose  inhabitants  are  strangers  to  her  in 
nationality,  religion,  and  culture.— Yours,  etc. 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 

Manchester  Guardian,  30th  May,  1919 


MANIFESTE  DES  DODECANESI ANS  RESIDANT  EN 
ANGLETERRE. 

Nous  recevons  de  Manchester  la  protestation  suivante  : 
I  e  soussigne  representant  et  porte-voix  des  Dodecanesiens  residant 
dans  ce  pays  liberal  et  hospitalier,  adresse  a  la  presse  des  pays  allies 
et  amis  ce  manifeste  relatif  a  la  resolution  prise  par  mes  compatnotes 
apres  les  tristes  evenements  survenus  au  Dodecanese  le  jour  de  Paques. 

Nous  protestons  au  nom  de  l'humanite\  et  devant  Dieu  et  les 
hommes  contre  la  politique  et  le  systeme  determination  exerce  au 
Dodecanese  par  l'ltalie.  Nos  concitoyens  souffrent  et  meurent  pour 
le  crime  d'avoir  proclame  leur  hellenisme.  Les  Italiens  ont  d£masqu£ 
maintenant  leurs  batteries  et  ne  cachent  plus  leur  intention  de  garder 
nos  iles  a  psrpetuite.  contre  toute  loi  divine  et  humaine.  Non  content 
d'avoir  affame  les  Dodecanesiens,  le  Proconsul  Elia  a  organise  les 
Vepres  Pascales  et  ses  soudards  se  sont  rues  contre  des  vieillards.  des 
femmes  et  des  enfants,  pour  1 i  simple  raison  qu'ils  s'etaient  declares 
las  de  le  Sainte  Inquisition  etablie  en  plein  vingtieme  siecle. 

Nous  protestons  contre  I'insulte  faite  au  drapeau  grec.  nous 
protestons  aussi  contre  la  fusillade  et  la  bastonnade  administrSes  a 
des  citoyens  inoffensifs,  nous  protestons  egalement  contre  la  brutalite 
et  les  menaces  prononcSes  a  l'egard  de  notre  Primat,  et  pour  le  meurtre 
du  vicaire  de  Missagros.  tue  comme  le  fut  Zacharie.  fils  de  Barachias. 
entre  le  temple  et  l'autel. 

Ces  cruautSs,  dignes  d'un  Torquemada  ou  d'un  Castruccio  Cas- 
tracani,  ne  font  pas  honneur  a  l'ltalie.  Apres  avoir  chass6  tous  les 
nationalistes.  apres  avoir  affam6  nos  iles.  les  Italiens,  qui  pourtant  se 
vantent  d'etre  Chretiens,  n'ont  pas  eu  honte  de  s'attaquer  particuliSre- 
ment  a  nos  prelats.  nos  pretres  et  aux  moeurs  de  nos  jeunes  filles.  Nos 
ecclesiastiques  sont  trait6s  de  vils  frocards  et  cribl£s  d'injures^a  la 
tudesque,  et  les  temples  de  Dieu  ont  et6  transformes  par  ces  memes 
bons  Chretiens,  apostoliques  et  catholiques,  non  pas  en  repaires  de 
brigands,  mais  pis  encore,  en  quartiers  de  soudards,  qui  n'ont  pas  honte 
de  manger  sur  la  Sainte  Table  et  de  couvrir  les  eglises  de  leurs  immon- 
dices,  et  se  mettent  de  plus  a  pourchasser  les  femmes  qui  sont  de  leur 
gout.  Notre  front  est  devenu  pourpre  de  honte  en  apprenant  que 
notre  patrie  bien-aim6e  a  subi  le  dSvergondage  sadique  des  carabinieri 
qui  ont  exige  un  temple  dedie"  a  V6nus  Pandemos  la  ou  ils  se  trouvent 
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et  nous  avons  pleure  de  douleur  en  lisant  dans  le  dernier  memoire  de 
nos  freres  de  Paris  que  des  jeunes  filles  grecques  ont  vendu  leur  virginite" 
au  premier  "  tenente  "  venu  "  per  un  pedasso  di  pane." 

Nous  nous  inclinons  avec  respect  devant  ces  malheureuses  victimes 
et  devant  l'h^catombe  du  Jour  Pascal.  Nos  missels  inscrivent  ce  jour 
en  lettres  rouges,  eh  bien,  ce  sera  le  jour  par  excellence  rouge  de  notre 
existence,  car  Paques  1919  a  6te"  notre  Siloam.  le  J  our  de  notre  Anastasis 
apre^s  un  cauchemar  affreux. 

Gloire  et  honneur  aux  fusilles  et  flagelles  pour  l'amour  de  la 
m^re-patrie.  gloire  a  vous  venerable  poignee  de  vieillards  qui  avez 
lutte  autour  du  drapeau  de  la  croix,  gloire  a  vous,  pretres,  qui  futes 
immo!6s  a  la  place  de  1'Agneau  Pascal. 

Nous  exhortons  encore  une  fois  la  Consulta,  non  pas  de  faire 
rappeler  le  Proconsul,  mais  d'ordonner  purement  et  simplement 
l'evacuation  de  nos  iles.  Les  Dodecanesiens  ont  proclame  partout 
leur  volonte  d'etre  unis  a  la  Grece.  Ni  le  traite  d'Ouchy,  ni  le  pacte 
de  Londres  ne  leur  feront  changer  cette  resolution,  Apres  sept  annees 
d'un  honteux  asservissement,  apres  les  dragonnades  du  J  our  de  Paques, 
les  Italiens  sont  et  resteront  pour  nous  des  "  Stranieri." 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 
Journal  des  Hellenes.  1  Juin,  1919. 

(In  reply  to  Mr.  Mosconas  letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  a  letter  ap- 
peared in  The  Manchester  Guardian,  on  the  2nd  June,  signed  by 
-Ausonia."  in  which  doubts  were  cast  as  to  the  existence  of  any 
Dodecanesians  in  Manchester.  m 

"  Flogging."  Ausonia  declares,  "  is  unknown  in  Italy,  whilst  the 
Italians  possess  a  religious  toleration  unknown  ^  the  ^squabbling 
Orthodox       In  short  if  the  Greeks  object  to  Italy  holding  the  Dode- 
canese as  a  Naval  Base,  they  should  adopt  other  means  to  support 
their  claims.) 

To  this  letter  the  following  replies  were  sent.    Whole  passages 
were  left  out.  and  we  give  the  letters  as  they  appeared  ra  the  Press 
THE  CASE  OF  THE  DODECANESE. 

Mr.  Theodore  D.  Mosconas  writes  :-In  reply  to  your  ~r 
respondents  letter  in  your  ifE&iW 
to  say  that  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  tnere  are  however 
in  Manchester  who  were  born  in  those  islands.  There  are.  however 
many  of  Dodecanesian  descent  who.  although  not  ^ 
Islands,  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  future  of  the  b.rthplaoe  oMheir 
parents  and  the  sufferings  of  their  many 

as  1  should  like  to  pass  under  a  prudent  silence  tfar *gM  religious 
tolerance     shown  by  the  Italian  authorities  towards  the  Orthodox 
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Church,  I  may  mention  that  the  facts  I  quoted  are  derived  from  the 
last  Yellow  Book  issued  by  the  Dodecanesian  delegation,  in  French. 
The  Dodecanesian  delegation  at  the  Peace  Conference  has  issued  in 
London  two  White  Books  and  a  Yellow  Book  in  Paris,  stigmatising 
the  policy  exercised  by  the  Italians  upon  the  Dodecanese,  especially 
since  the  war  began.  If  your  correspondent  will  favour  me  with  his 
name  and  address  I  shall  be  very  pleased  to  forward  him  copies  of  the 
official  papers  published  by  the  delegation.— Manchester  Guardian, 
3rd  June,  1919. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Manchester  Guardian. 

Sir,— The  apologist,  "Ausonia,"  alas!  finds  his  hard  road  begin- 
ning just  when  the  men  of  action  in  his  native  Italy  travel  the  easy 
road  of  force.  The  fact  is  that  for  the  time  Italy  is  disappointing  her 
far-seeing  friends,  Britain,  America,  and  France,  and  naturally  her 
sons  abroad  speak  up  for  her  lawless  ambitions  and  deftly  entangle 
these  with  her  legitimate  aims,  in  the  belief,  perhaps,  that  both  alike 
will  somehow  go  through  together.  They  will  not ;  but  if  they  did, 
fate  would  sift  them,  the  right  from  the  wrong. 

Italy — temporarily,  one  hopes— is  more  concerned  with  a  deal 
than  an  ideal ;  and  liberal  opinion  everywhere  knows  that  in  following 
this  will-o'-the-wisp  Imperialism  she  is  courting  a  load  her  shoulders 
cannot  bear,  above  the  stretch  of  her  money,  population,  industry, 
or  power.  Quite  the  most  flagrant  case  is  that  of  the  Dodecanese, 
The  sprinkled  isles  that  o'erlace  the  sea 
And  laugh  their  pride,  when  the  light  wave  lisps 

"  Greece  "  ! 

Not  an  Italian  exists  on  them,  except  in  the  uniform  of  invading 
soldiery.  In  an  opposite  case  Rome  has  laid  great  stress  on — and 
played  on  our  emotions  by— the  contention  that  Dalmatian  towns 
"wanted"  reunion  with  her.  Surely,  then,  Italian  ears  will  not  be 
deaf  to  the  selfsame  cry,  but  in  this  case  for  reunion  with  Greece, 
uttered  by  these  islanders,  utterly  and  for  ever  Greek--"  more  Greek 
than  the  Greeks"  by  the  passion  of  exile  and  the  gall  of  separation. 
Of  her  own  will,  to  stay  with  warships  and  armed  forces  in  a  place 
where  she  cannot  but  earn  hate  -  not  Cavour,  not  Mazzini.  but  Machiavel 
presides  over  such  a  choice. 

In  our  (the  Allies')  blackest  days  of  war  these  spirited  and  faithful 
folk  bombarded  the  Entente  chiefs  with  impassioned  appeals  to  let 
them  send  their  sons— those  whom  Italian  methods  of  Government 
have  spared  to  the  isles—  to  fight  and  die  "  at  any  point  where  is  being 
sealed  the  fate  of  liberty  and  civilization."'  No  answer !  Unnatural 
as  it  seems,  it  is  the  fact.    But  whose  was  the  silence  ? 

Four  days  ago  the  King  of  Italy  received  a  touching  plea  to  let 
the  islanders  taste  those  joys  of  redemption  to  their  motherland  which 
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large  tracts  of  country  near  Italy  are  experiencing  now.  Italy  dare 
not  reply  in  words  :  "  No  ;  for  a  restoration  that  is  good  for  us  is  not 
good  for  you."  But  will  she  make  the  same  retort  in  deeds  ?  She 
can  either  render  to  these  isles  the  rudimentary  justice  which  she  is 
obtaining  for  her  own  peoples  in  districts  hitherto  under  foreign  control 
or  she  can  cynically  put  up  with  the  Dodecanesian  skeleton  at  her  own 
wedding  feast. — Yours,  etc.. 

An  Unredeemed  Greek. 

June  3rd.  1919. 


Mr.  S.  Bostandji  writes,  in  the  course  of  a  letter  from  Coniston 
Villa.    Burnage  Lane,    Levenshulme.    Manchester:—  In    reply  to 
"Ausonia,"  may  I  quote  from  a  communication  which  reached  me  on 
Friday  last  from  a  lady  who  escaped  from  one  of  these  islands  and 
now  resides  in  Egypt?     "To-day  we  have  further  news  from  Car- 
pathos  (one  of  the  Dodecanese  islands),  and  I  cannot  help  being  terribly 
uneasy  about  the  other  relatives  of  my  husband,  who,  being  described 
as  friends  of  Greece  by  the  Italians,  will  either  be  killed  or  starved  to 
death.     His  cousin.  Papas,  has  been  killed,  and  leaves  a  family  of 
five  orphans— quite  orphans,  as  their  mother  died  some  time  ago 
And  who  are  the  cause  of  all  this  ?    Our  civilized  allies,  the  Italians. 
In  another  village  of  Carpathos,  named  Mentes.  two  old  men  and 
about  sixty  women  displayed  the  Creek  flag  on  the  Easter  Sunday. 
They  were  surrounded  by  the  Italians,  and  as  they  defended  the  flag, 
they  were  forced  to  surrender  with  hunger.    Part  of  Cassos  they  set 
on  fire,  and  who  knows  what  is  taking  place  in  the  other  poor  islands  ? 
How  can  England,  America,  and  France  allow  Italy  to  act  in  this 
manner  and  kill  innocent  people?  " 
Manchester  Guardian,  4th  June,  1919. 

Col.  A.  C.  Yate.  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  he  was  compelled  "  not 
to  embark  on  controversy  "  and  beat  a  retreat  into  oblivion  for  some 
two  months,  again  recommenced  to  "enlighten"  the  British  Public 
by  writing  in  The  Near  East  of  June  13th,  in  his  capacity  as  Secretary 
to  the  Central  Asian  Society,  that  the  Greeks  of  Cyprus  and  Rhodes 
were  in  reality  •'settlers"  among  "alien"  people  and  that  from  the 
ebulitions  of  the  Greek  correspondents  who  had  written  against  him 
it  was  obvious  that  his  much  valued  Hospitaller  buildings  would 
receive  scant  respect  in  the  hands  of  the  Greeks.  On  the  other  hand 
the  cultured  Italians  had  already  shown  their  deep  interest  in  the 
mediaeval  remains  of  Rhodes,  and  facts  to  this  effect  had  been  brought 
before  the  Peace  Conference.  In  conclusion,  Col.  Yate  stated  that 
the  hands  of  Britain  and  indeed  of  the  Western  Allies  must  be 
strengthened  in  the  Mediterranean  from  end  to  end,  and  in  the  unsettled 
state  of  affairs  in  the  Near  East.  Cyprus  must  be  retained  by  Britain 
and  Rhodes  must  go  to  Italy. 


32  RED  EASTER  IN  THE  DODECANESE 


The  following  letter  was  sent  in  reply  : — 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Near  East. 

Sir. 

In  a  letter  published  in  your  issue  of  June  13th,  Colonel  Yate  still 
persists  not  only  in  throwing  more  "  light  "  on  the  fature  of  Cyprus,  but 
also  in  stirring  up  again  the  question  of  the  restoration  of  the  non- 
Greek  (the  italics  are  mine)  Rhodes  to  the  Hospitallers,  and  he  again 
expresses  his  fears  as  to  the  fate  of  the  Auberges  of  Rhodes,  should 
they  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Greeks. 

I  am  sorry  that  Col.  Yate  has  misinterpreted  the  "intemperate 
tone  V  of  my  letter  of  March  13th,  and,  once  for  all,  I  can  assure  him 
that  neither  1  nor  any  other  Greek  have  any  evi!  intention  against 
these  poor  Auberges.  The  matter  is  simply  not  worth  arguing  about. 
The  Greeks,  though  they  have  never  been  vandals,  will  not  pour  their 
vials  of  wrath  upon  lifeless  buildings  with  the  pretext  of  taking  their 
revanche  for  the  unspeakable  yoke  under  which  the  Dodecanesians 
groaned  when  the  Knights  of  Rhodes  were  governing  the  Southern 
Sporades. 

I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  Colonel  Yate  is  an  excellent 
authority  on  Iran  or  Turkestan,  but  I  am  afraid  that  his  historic 
notions  concerning  the  Hellenism  of  Cyprus  and  the  Dodecanese  are 
very  poor.  His  good  friends  the  Italians  have  now  proclaimed  urbi 
et  orbi,  that  they  will  only  leave  the  good  harbours  of  the  Dodecanese 
when  England  abandons  Cyprus  and  Malta,  and  when  Corsica.  Tunis. 
Nice  and  Savoy  are  restored  to  their  Mother  Country.  I  understand 
that  Great  Britain  and  Greece  are  about  to  settle  amicably  the  question 
of  Cyprus  outside  the  Conference  circles.  We  are  quite  confident  in 
Albion's  sense  of  justice.  Our  Cypriot  brothers  have  not  suffered 
under  the  British  Government ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  enjoyed 
the  same  paternal  administration  that  was  adopted  in  the  Ionian 
Islands  before  their  cession  to  the  Hellenic  Kingdom.  But.  speaking 
frankly,  the  Italian  "  solicitude  "  for  the  Dodecanese,  which  have  been 
for  over  3,d00  years  Greek,  looks  very  suspicious  indeed,  especially 
as  the  same  Italian  finger  is  to  be  found  everywhere  not  only  in  Asia 
Minor,  but  also  in  Thrace  and  Epirus. 

I  am,  etc., 

THEODORE  D.  MOSCONAS. 


